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THE WOOD 

Early in 2008, my good friend Paul Duggan dismantled a century old upright piano, which was 
beyond repair. The piano belonged to his wife Carol (nee Brothers) – who starred in the popular 
Newfoundland television variety show All Around the Circle from 1960-79.  As to the history of 
ownership Paul writes;-  

“Originally, the piano belonged to Carol's great-grandmother Jane Bowman who, about 1900, lived in 
Carbonear and, later, in St. John’s. She learned to play it and gave it to her grand-daughter Bridget 
Bowman on her 7th birthday in 1916. She also learned and loved to play it. Her daughter, Carol, learned 
to play it in 1952 and when Bridget died in 2001 it was left to Carol. Unfortunately, it could no longer be 
tuned and no one we offered it to as an ornament or historic piece wanted it. So, I dismantled it and 
saved the decorative panels; while  you carved a beautiful work of art depicting some of your treasured 
Scottish history from the support beams “.   

The piano was made in Camden, England by the famous piano makers Collard & Collard. One major 
flaw in these early pianos was that, being built on a wood frame, they tended to need a frequent tuning 
– a point we can appreciate from Paul’s comment. Shortly, after this model was built, manufacturers 
changed to iron frames which were much more stable.  

Paul, knowing that carving was one of leisurely pursuits, gave me the planks from the structural part 
of the piano. The wood appears to be Scots pine it seemed rather fitting I should tackle a theme with a 
complicate plot. And since I currently preoccupied with the landscape history of my native Glen Arklet, 
Stirlingshire - that most famous part of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park - I thought it fitting 
to take the opportunity to do a carving that celebrates the bi-centennial of the publication of the famous 
novel Rob Roy by Sir Walter Scott in 1817. Of course, I could have postponed the carving until a little 
closer to 2017. But I doubt if my old hands would be able to tackle such a complicated piece of work 
when I would be well into my 70’s.  
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THE FRAME 

The woods on the top of the frame represent Doon Hill (Dun Sithean) on the south side of the River 
Forth across from Aberfoyle with its distinctive broadleaf woodlands and the large Scots pine on Fairy 
Knowe. The Scots Pine, or rather, that distinctive variety known as the Caledonian Pine, is the Clan 
MacGregor’s emblem. This particular Caledonian is also called ‘The Minister’s Pine’ which is said to 
contain the spirits of Rev. Robert Kirk who believed had found the entrance to abode of the fairies 
known as the Daoine Shie - Men of Peace - and wrote the ever popular The Secret Commonwealth based 
on his ‘researches’ roaming Doon Hill in the night. 

At each end of Doon Hill are two youthful readers of Rob Roy.  While carving the young lady, I was 
reminded of the Highland girl of Inversnaid that William Wordsworth met in the vicinity of Inversnaid 
while travelling through Glen Arklet in 1803 with his sister Dorothy and Samuel Coleridge Taylor. So 
besotted with the highland girl was Wordsworth that he wrote the beautiful poem Highland Girl of 
Inversneyde. Wordsworth was a particularly keen observer of the practical side of Highland life habit of 
singing while working to dispel any sense of drudgery. In another poem The Solitary Reaper, Wordsworth 
captures such a moment in a Highland girl’s simple pleasure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whate'er the theme, the Maiden sang 
As if her song could have no ending; 
I saw her singing at her work, 
And o'er the sickle bending;-- 
I listened, motionless and still; 
And, as I mounted up the hill, 
The music in my heart I bore, 
Long after it was heard no more. 

Doon Hill  with its large Caledonian pine on Fairy Knowe as seen from the Duke’s Pass above 
Aberfoyle, Stirlingshire                                                                                  Photo: Alexander Robertson 
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For the figure of the boy reading Rob Roy, I had in mind a young James Hogg, the Ettrick shepherd, 
who was ‘a lad ‘o pairts’ (self-taught) and  was a prolific poet and author classics that are on a par with 
his famous friends Sir Walter Scott and Robert Burns. In 1803, he travelled through the Trossachs. With 
advantage of a shepherd’s eye for landscape detail, he captured the soul of the Highlands in his poem 
Caledonia; notably this verse that very highland boy and girl were fortunate to experience:-  

 
Caledonia! Thou land of the mountain and rock, 
Of the ocean, the mist, and the wind; 
Thou land of the torrent, the pine, and the oak, 
Of the roebuck, the hart, and the hind; 
Though bare are thy cliffs, and though barren thy glens, 
Though bleak thy dun islands appear, 
Yet kind are the hearts, and undaunted the clans, 
That roam on these mountains so dear! 

 
The plant beside the Highland girl is a rendition of the highland goat willow (Salix caprea var 

sphacelata) first described by Rev. J. E. Smith in 1804. Its epithet ‘sphacelata’ refers to the withered and 
blasty appearance of the leaf tips. The plant beside young James Hogg (lbottom right)) is a twig of the 
native downy birch (Betula pubescens). Left of centre is, hopefully, a near likeness of Sir Walter Scott 
sitting down and Rob Roy to the right.  The scroll title ‘Rob Roy’ (top) is similar to the scroll pattern in 
title for Dumaresqu and Bastide’s  maps of Glen Arklet produced in 1718 and several copies thereafter. 

The plant along the left and right border of the frame is, of course, the rugged Scotch Thistle 
(Onopordum acanthium) the emblem of Scotland. The story goes that, at the beginning of the Battle of 
Largs (15th December, 1263), the Norsemen, led by King Håkon. Håkonsson, tried to surprise the sleeping 
Scots, led by Alexander III, by sneaking ashore during 
the night. In order to move more stealthily under the 
cover of darkness, the Norsemen removed their 
footwear. But as they crept barefoot they came across 
an area of ground covered in thistles which 
unfortunately one of Håkon's men stood on and 
shrieked with pain, thus alerting the Scots to the 
advancing Norsemen. The ensuing battle ended in a 
draw, but greatly benefited the Scots in the long term.  

Since then, the Thistle emblem has become solidly 
embedded in the Scots culture and no more astutely 
as in badge of The Most Ancient and Most Noble 
Order of the Thistle founded by King James V in 1540. 
The motto on the badge of the Order of the Thistle is 
"Nemo me impune lacessit”: i.e., in English "No-one 
harms me without punishment"; and in Scots "Wha 
daurs meddle wi´ me". 

Meddling with a Scotch thistle whenever one 
encounters it plainly demonstrates the origin and 
cautionary advice of the motto. 

 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Insignia_of_Knight_of_the_Thistle_edit.jpg
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The Landscape Setting 

 The scene in the carving is a view of Glen Arklet from the south east. On the left is Garradh with the 
woods of Bruach on the hillside and just above the end of Loch Arklet is Bruach, where the author was 
born which is shown on an 1817 military drawing.  On the right is Corrieheichon where Rob Roy’s wife 
Mary was living with her Uncle John MacGregor before they were married in 1693. Between the 
mountains are the peaks of the Arrochar Alps situated on the west side of Loch Lomond. This area within 
the map on the west side of Loch Lomond was the lands of the Lomond and Glengyle MacGregors.

With the exception of woods along the braes of Loch 
Lomond, Loch Katrine and Loch Chon, by contrast Glen 
Arklet was sparsely wooded throughout recorded history 
- as was Parish of Buchanan generally until the arrival of 
the Forestry Commission in lower Strathard in 1928. Part 
of the oak plantations referred to in the Statistical 
Accounts of the parish of Aberfoyle 1794 written by Rev. 
Patrick Graham can be seen on the braes above Loch 
Chon.                                        Ordnance Survey Map (1871) 
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Older spellings of MacGregor farmsteads around Glen Arklet and the Original size of Loch Arklet (blue line) until 
its enlargement 1915 to supplemental reservoir for Glasgow’s water supply 

                                                                                            Air Photo © 2003 the XYZ Digital Map Company, Glasgow & Edinburgh 
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Top: Glen Arklet (2006) with snow-capped Arrochar alps on the west side of 
Loch Lomond. They are Ben Arthur, Beinnn Narnain,  Ben Ime and Ben Vave. 
Center: Lt. John Dumaresqu and Lt. John Henry Bastide’s drawing dated 1718 of 
the north side of Glen Arklet showing the small woods above Bruach. Bottom: (of 
Bruach Wood (2002).  

Photos: Alexander Robertson;   
     Drawing: Dumaresqu and Bastide 1717, National Library of Scotland 

The landscape setting in the carving on the little isthmus between Loch Arklet and Loch Katrine as 
one enters the Glen Arklet from the southeast. The four snowcapped peaks are the Arrochar Alps on the 
west side of Loch Lomond 

From ancient times Glen Arklet was a well-travelled route that provided a link between Loch Lomond 
and Loch Katrine. However, its narrow road is not conducive to mass traffic. So the glen, with its 
spectacular landscape was not well-known to day-trippers as the Trossachs on the eastern end of Loch 
Katrine. However, in 2011 the route of the old military road (built in 1717) was upgraded to a walking & 
cycling path which has become well-known to hardy hikers and mountaineers who use the Highland Way 
and to cross over to the west side of Loch Lomond. So Glen Arklet has once again become an important 
link to the larger and much celebrated ‘Trossachs’ area which has provided inspiration to some of the 
most famous writers and artists past and present – particularly those who produced great classics or 
aspired to great deeds. Chief among the writers is Sir Walter Scott; whose novels Waverley (1814) and 
Rob Roy (1810) and epic poem Lady of the Lake (1810) were based in the magnificent landscapes of the 
Trossachs that he knew well. 
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A young brevet Major General James Wolfe, who later rose famously died at the Battle of Abraham 

Heights, Quebec, was not impressed with Glen Arklet when he was sent to repair the fort at Inversnaid 
after the Battle of Culloden in 1746 and shortly after, had his soldiers build the road up the west side of 
Loch Lomond that tourists love so much. Not so well-known, but definitely connected with Glen Arklet 
and deserving of mention, was Lt., General John Henry Bastide (c1700-1770) a military engineer. Lt. 
Bastide along with Lt. Dumaresqu surveyed Glen Arklet and designed the Inversnaid fort.  

As Chief Military Engineer for defenses in North America, Bastide was responsible for both the 
destruction of French Forts – notably Louisburg – and construction of forts and coastal defenses rads and 
bridges. Correspondence relating to improvement of Newfoundland’s defenses at St. John’s, Ferryland, 
and Carbonear, for example, refer to him as ‘the eminent General Bastide’. Among the improvements is 
his plan (right) for a much stronger Fort William in St. John’s to replace the earlier one built in 1689 – the 
site upon which the Hotel Newfoundland now stands. In 1761 he was promoted to Maj. General and in 
1762. After the battle for St. John’s, Bastide returned to England and in 1769 was promoted to Lt.  
General and died the following year at age 70. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Bastide’s plan for a new Fort William, St. John’s        British Museum 
Below: A sketch drawn during the bombardment of old Fort William by Gen. Amherst’s forces on the 13-17

th
 

September, 1762 (Newfoundland Museum Collection). On the 13
th

 Sept. the Fraser and Montgomery and Fraser 
Highlanders captured Quidi Vidi which led to the recapture of St. John´s. This was the last battle fought in the Seven Year 
War (French-Indian) that led to the Treaty of Paris in which France gave up all claim to Canada except the small islands of 
St. Pierre and Miquelon a few kilometers off the south coast of Newfoundland. Bastide was ill and apparently did go ashore 
during the battle foe St. John’s.  

                                                                                                                       Newfoundland Museum Collection 
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In the 6th century, the central region of Scotland was ruled by Aedan as the 49th King of Dalriada and 

Prince of Forth and whom legend has it was the father of the legendary King Arthur.  St. Kentigerna the 
(daughter of a minor Irish king, Kelly of Lienster), and her son St. Fillan established several monasteries in 
the district. The little church of St. Kentigerna (now the Inversnaid Bunkhouse) where the author was 
baptized, is dedicated to St. Kentigerna. Legend has that St. Fillan had an arm that glowed in the dark so 
that he could write. The legend lives on as a Scottish heraldic icon; such as the arm holding up the crown 
of King Robert the Bruce in the Clan Donnachaidh (Robertson) badge.  

The medieval Annals of Tigernach has an entry referring to the Battle of Glen Arklet in “709: 

Congressio Britonum & Dal Riati for Loirgg Ecclet ubi Britones deuicti”, i.e., the Dalriadians were 

defeated by the Britons (Strathclyde Scots).                                                                                                                                        

Raibeart Ruadh (alias Rob Roy, Roberts Campbell, Robert Drummond) 
the is by far the most famous person associated with Glen Arklet – his uncle 
farmed at Corriearklet and whose daughter Rob Roy married. After all, he is 
subject of many books and films and very much the central focus of the 
carving. I have read most of the books on Rob Roy, and have yawned my 
way through two Rob Roy movies and many books with an appalling sense 
of history, notably, Walt Disney’s version filmed in nearby Aberfoyle in 
1953, with Richard Todd playing the part of Rob Roy. The most the 
dramatic scene featured the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders from Stirling 
Castle, who had just returned from the Korean War on one side; and their 
NCO’s reinforced by a squad from the Forestry Commission. Naturally, the men under the command of 
Rob Roy (Richard Todd - who actually injured his foot in a rabbit hole) won the day by pretended to blast 
the bejasus out of a rickety so-called replica of the Inversnaid barracks. 

As a matter of historical record, this movie, more than any others, perpetuated the popular notion 
that it was Rob Roy who destroyed Inversnaid Barracks. In reality, Rob died on 28th December, 1734; 
whereas, the fort was modestly damaged by his eldest son Maj. James Mor MacGregor (alias 
Drummond). Some weeks later, in true highland fashion, James, upon being discovered as a double spy 
(like father, like son!), the Hanoverians allowed him occupied the barracks to protect himself from his 
own Jacbobite fraternity, including MacGregors. As noted, immediately after the battle of Culloden (16th 
April 1746) the young Brevet Major James Wolfe and his soldiers were sent to repair the Inversnaid 
Barracks and to build roads in the area that are still being used today: e.g., the road up the west side of 
Loch Lomond.  

I was born in the shieling called Bruach in Glen Arklet in 1940. When I was a year and 5 days old, on 
evening of May 4-5th May, 1941, a German bomber flew over our croft and dropped about 20 or so 
bombs at Inversnaid. One destroyed the post office in the Inversnaid Hotel rest did no harm and there 
were no casualties. But why on earth would they bomb a sparsely populated glen? The extract from an 

Left-right: (Top) Sir Walter Scott, William 
Wordsworth, Tobias Smollet, Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, (middle): Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 
John Hopkins, Alexander Naysmyth, (bottom) 
Queen Victoria, Gen. James Wolfe, Dr. 
Archibald Cameron, John Ruskin. 
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The British version of WWII baby‘s Mickey Mouse Gas mask. 

article in the Inversnaid Hotel’s newsletter, Lochs & Glens gives a clue. Apparently, there was a s 
uspected outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in the cattle and so they burned the cattle.  

During the night, the fire spread through a thick mat of dry bracken, which, to a pilot during a night 
flight, would look like the fire from a bombed site in the heavily industrial Clydebank, about 33 km south 
of Inversnaid as a bomber flies.   

 
 
 
Guests who stay at the Inversnaid Hotel today and enjoy the remote grandeur of its surroundings, 

will find it hard to imagine that during the night of 15th May, 1941 it was the target of an air raid. 
Apparently, burning bracken at the rear of the hotel had, at high altitude, been mistaken for the burning 
Clyde side docks fifty miles away. Twenty-eight bombs were dropped in the immediate area and one, 
unfortunately, destroyed the post office which was part of the hotel. Throughout the raid the staff 
huddled under a staircase, except the manageress who ran away from the building up the steep road 
and  did not stop running until she arrived at the boathouse half a mile away.    

The sound of this single bomber passing over Bruach (our croft) before 
it dropped its bombs on Inversnaid and Loch in Loch Lomond, sent the 
family into a well-drilled action – which included putting on gas masks. I 
was only 1 year and 4 days old and a couple of my siblings were less than 5 
years. My eldest sister vividly recalls the gas mask drill insofar as she and 
my eldest brother were bawling their eyes out; not because of fright from 
the bomber, but because I was the only one assigned a Mickey Mouse mask 
designed for babies. But their tears soon changed to incontrollable laughter 
for a couple of reasons. Firstly; when the siblings who took regular gas drills 
at the wee Inversnaid School, they discovered the endless fun of blowing 
out through the rubber to make loud farting noises! In the real situation at 
Bruach, making farting noises was instantaneous, 
even more hilarious when they donned my funny 
looking British version of the Mickey Mouse mask 
for infants; made even funnier still when they 
took turns pumping its bellows to supply air to a 
blue-faced, gasping baby. It was a little bit of 
comic relief in those troubling times.  

Inversnaid Hotel Newsletter, Lochs & Glens, Issue 13, November 2000. 
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The Characters (left-right) 

 
 

 
 
 

From Left to right are James Grahame of Killearn, on horseback, 
Baillie Nicol Jarvie, Lt. John Henry Bastide, Mary (Helen) MacGregor 
(Rob’s wife) on horseback, a Writer (lawyer) sitting, Rob Roy, Margaret 
Croy-Leckie (Rob’s sister), birleyman with a dray, Sarah MacDonald 
(Rob’s Sister), John McLachlan of Auchentroig, Rev. Robert Kirk on 
Horseback, Atholl Highlander, Charles Stewart of Ardsheal,  Alexander 
McDonnell of Glengarry (Pickle the Spy), James Graham (MacGregor), 
Chief of Glengyle and Rob’s nephew, the collie Luath in an earlier life. 



12 
 

John Graham, the younger of Killearn (on a horse). 

Popular history and a recent movie have it that John Graham (the younger) of Killearn - known 
simply as Killearn - was something of a villain. In truth he was an amiable sort of gentleman as befits his 
station as the 2nd Duke of Montrose’s cousin and his factor for Buchanan. He was, therefore, an 
authoritative figure. As is usual for authoritative figures, good or bad, his character has been diminished 
by latter-day pundits as a brutal, mean-spirited rent collector. Nevertheless, it was his responsibility to 
protect Buchanan from the constant threat of livestock stealing and blackmail – no matter what latter 
zealots may think. So when Rob Roy acquired Craigrostan Estate, which extended along the eastern 
shore of Loch Lomond from Allt Rostan just north Polchro southward to the township of Knochield near 
Balmaha,  he and his cousin Killearn got along very well. In fact, Killearn sold Knochield Township to Rob 
Roy.  

By all reliable accounts of the day, Killearn was a somewhat benign but firm sort of character. He was 
the only one in Montose’s circle who, for the most part, got along well with Rob Roy and always argued 
in favour of Rob interests as a trusted cattle trader and captain of watch to protect against cattle rievers.  
Even in the Rob Roy’s darkest days, during and after the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion, it was Killearn who 
argued that it was in everyone’s interest to negotiate with Rob Roy.  

 In the popular media, Killearn is unjustly famous for having ‘mistreated’ Mary MacGregor during 
the so-called burning of Inversnaid in 1716. The story is pure fiction started with Sir Walter Scott who 
wrote in his introduction to the novel Rob Roy, that Mary “.. had been insulted in a manner which would 
have aroused a milder man than he to thoughts of unbounded vengeance”.  The fact is, Killearn was not 
involved in any action connected with burning of houses – let alone molestation – because there only 
two occasion when Rob Roy’s houses were burned: the first was Auchinchallen in Glen Dochart on the  
15th April 1716; and the second at an unspecified location somewhere Craigrostan September 1716.  In 
both occasions, and whenever Rob Roy was away - even when he was living high up on Glen Shira - Mary 
lived at their house in Portnellan and sometimes with relatives at Monachyle Tuarach beside Loch Doine 
in Balquhidder. Eventually, Rob and Mary would settle down on the opposite side on the opposite side of 
the glen at Inverlochlarig Beg, where died in 1734. Glengyle and Balquhidder was the Duke of Atholl’s 
domain so that Montrose’s factors were not likely to venture into.  

In the first instance, Auch (Auchinchisallan), the ruin of which is still evident, is in Argyllshire where 
Montrose’s factors dare not tread. Auch had been a safe place after he lost his Craigrostan estate; that is 
until Lt. Gen., Cadogan captured Finlarig Castle near Killin from the Jacobites. Finlarig is only 10 km east 
of Auch. So Rob sent Mary and the children down through Monachyle Glen and over to Portnellan under 
the protection of his lieutenant Alasdair Roy with a request to send a few hundred clansmen-in-arms.  

Following the skirmish with the Swiss, Rob retreated via Monachyle Glen to Craigrostan. In a 
vengeful mood he returned to Craigrostan from where he carried out large cattle raids around Duntreath 
Castle in Strathblane southeast of Loch Lomond.  As factor of Buchanan, Killearn’s provenance, this 
prompted Killearn to write a note dated 11th April 1716 urging Mungo Graham of Gorthie, the Duke of 
Montrose’s Chamberlain, to request Gen. Cadogan to go after Rob Roy. Maj. Green of Hotham’s 
Regiment planned to trap Rob Roy in Craigrostan with three detachments of troops of 80 men each. The 
troops from Finlarig Castle were to march in from Glen Falloch in the north; while troops from Stirling 
Castle would march in from the east up Strathard; and Maj. Green Troops, accompanied by Mongo 
Graham of Gorthie, James Graham of Kilmannan, would march up from the south along the more 
difficult route up the side of Loch Lomond around the eastern flank of Ben Lomond (now the Great 
Highland Way).  Great plan in theory – were it not for the torrential rain and, of course, the fleet-
footedness of MacGregors who, used to fast travel across sodden glens and  over steep mountains,  gave 
movements of the troops long before they got anywhere near MacGregor lands.   
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In the Duke of Montrose’s letter to General Cadogan he describes where Rob Roy is most likely to be 
captured:-  

 “When my Lord Cadogan was in the Highlands, he ordered his (Rob Roy’s) house at that place to be 
burnt, which obleiged him to return to the same place from whence he first came, being hard by my 
estate at Buchanan, in a rugged inaccessible country of about five or six miles in length, upon the side of 
Loch Lomond, full of rocks and precipes,. Being intended to make this place his residence where all his 
friends and followers were”.    

About two weeks after the burning, Rob Roy captured Killearn at Chapellaroch 19th November 
obliged him write a note to  the Duke of Montrose which in essence stated that Rob demanded 34,000 
merks to compensate for the destruction of his Craigrostan and Auch properties.   

If Killearn had offended Mary, he would have suffered rather badly when Rob Roy captured him On 
the contrary, Killearn himself speaks kindly of Rob’s treatment of him during his captivity.  

 There’s a general assumption that Montrose’s troops were heading for Inversnaid. But 
contemporary maps don’t show a clachans anywhere beside the snaid burn or Arklet water. But 
Inversnaid Harbour was quite an important village which included the Duke of Montrose’s hunting lodge. 
The only clachans with riggs in Glen Arklet were, to use their old spelling, were at Inner, Letteriegh, 
Corriehichon, Stonichlachar (about 150 m west of present day Stronachlachar) and the village (ferm 
toun) of Corriearklet. In fact in a note headed Chappellarroch, 19th November, 1716, that Rob had 
Killearn write to Montrose, there’s this sentence:- 

“I was apprehended, to the bearer, and shall only, in short, acquaint you Grace with the demands, 
which are, that your Grace shall discharge him of all soumes he owes your grace, and give him the 
soume of 3400 merks for his damages sustained by him, both at Craigrostan and his house at 
Auchinchisallen……”   

Clearly, Killearn and Montrose were referring to a house in one of three clachans - Ashlan, 
Stuickiruagh (Stucnacroy) and Cailness (Culness) which the latest Ordnance Survey map show as 
Craigroyston and which hikers along the West Highland Way refer to as Craigroyston Woods, 
respectively. Stuickiruagh would have been a likely a target for Montrose, because this was the home of 
Gregor MacGregor, Chief of the Lomond Clan Gregors, who died in 1693 at the age of 32. The second 
burning of Rob’s house was in December 1716 on the orders of Major Green.   

 
19th July, 1717, soldiers from Drymen under Capt. Brown and Killearn occupied Corriearklet 20th July, 

reinforcements led by John Graham of Drunkie and Patrick Graham arrived. Killearn is confused as to 
where the garrison should be built.  
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Baillie Nicol Jarvie  

 
In Scott’s novel Rob Roy deacon Bailllie Nicol Jarvie is a 

fictitious character and Rob Roy is not even the main character. It is 
young Francis Osbaldistone. In a memorable scene ‘the fray at the 
clachan’ there’s an illustration of him brandishing a red-hot poker 
and setting fire to a highlander’s kilt. The ‘fray’ of course is 
fictitious, but the clachan, better known as Jeannie MacAlpines inn 
(see Jeannie MacAlpine, below), still exists is protected national 
monument. Sir Walter Scott actually stayed there. Furthermore, 
beside the beautiful old bridge in Aberfoyle, there is replica of the famous poker which hanging from an 
old oak tree which has been replaced many times. The poker is a coulter from a plough – which was 
handy size for turning the embers to encourage a brighter fire. Recently, old oak itself, known as the 
‘Poker Tree’ poker tree, was chosen as one of the 100 Heritage Trees of Scotland. Of course, The pose 
that scene in the novel where,  during the fray at Jeannie McAlpine’s Inn, he brandished a red hot poker 
and swinging it about he set fire to a highlander’s plaid. In fact, the poker hanging from the Poker Tree 
by the beautiful stone bridge at Aberfoyle is the latest of many replacements of a long line of pokers 
pinched by tourists over the decades. 

In this classic pose from the novel, instead of brandishing a poker, in the carving (bottom left) I have 
Baillie Nicol pointing furiously at a heavily armed Atholl highlanders with long guns (right) who is bent on 
who are scheming to capture Rob on orders from the Duke of Atholl. 
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Lt. John Henry Bastide 

An article in Wikipedia and elsewhere claim that Bastide began his military career as an ensign in the 
Earl of Argyll’s Regiment of Foot. That is not possible, because this regiment (which had been involved in 
the Glencoe massacre of the MacDonalds along with Campbells of Glenlyon in 1692), was disbanded in 
1689 - a decade before Bastide was born. In fact, he was not commissioned as an ensign until 1711 and 
purchased his Lieutenant’s rank in 1717. It was Lt. Bastide, along with Lt. John Dumaresq, who produced 
the beautiful set of military maps and landscape plans in 1718 in preparation for a fort at Inversnaid.   

Bastide had a distinguished military career. There is no record of Bastide ever meeting Rob Roy, but they 
most certainly knew of each other considering that Bastide, along with Lt. Dumaresqu, spent many 
weeks surveying and sketching Glen Arklet in 1717 and picked out the site for a temporary barracks only 
a hundred meters or so from the remains of Rob Roy’s house which had been burned in September the 
year before.   

On the map printed in 1718 the title across the top margin reads:- “ Lt. John Dumaresq and Lt. John 
Henry Bastide produce ‘ A draught of Innersnait…..) Including a proposed location of temporary barracks 
for 100 men, the site and plan for the garrison and location of rubble stone quarries as well as the 
location of existing farms and Corriearklet houses and run-rigs.  Dumaresq & Bastides also produce a map 
of ‘roads between Innersnait, Ruthvan of Badenock, Kiliwhilam and Fort William in the Highlands of 
North Britain”.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dumaresque & Bastide’s 1717 map based on their own 
survey where give F as Inversnaid with a plan of proposed 
buildings to billet 100 men and ths proposed site and plan of the 
fort and a mason’s hut on to the left.  The garrison which was 
not occupied until 1720-21.  The two buildings on the right of 
the old drove road on the top right is farm which was labelled on 
is the Duke of Montrose’s tenant – of which the sheep fold 
survives.  What is missing is any evidence of Rob Roy’s farmstead 
at Inversnaid - which was supposed to be burned by Major 
Green in September, 1716 at a when Rob Roy had lost his right 
to live there. In fact, all we know from letters is that the house 
was in Craigrostan - which is located on the banks of Loch 
Lomond on the south of Inversnaid Harbour.   

The present day landscape on the west side of Snaid Burn 
showing location of the temporary barracks built about 1719 
relative to the Post House built in c 1830 - the supposed location 
of Rob Roy’s farmstead. 

Drawing Dumaresque & Bastide National Library of Scotland 
Photo: Alexander Robertson 

Temporary Barracks 
(1719) Inversnaid  Post House 

(c1830) 
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Images of Glen Arklet:: top left - a B&W photo of an 1828 painting; top right -one of several 
archtictural military plans for the fort held in the National Library of Scotland;  middle left – a part on 
the Dumbarton Castle similar to  Inversnaid Fort; bottom left – the only surving wall of Inversnaid fort  
c1950 used as a sheep pen  (it  has deterioted much more since then); bottom right: the fort recycled 
into the Garisson Farm  in the mid-19th century.   

©National Library of Scotland 

Loch Ard Local History 

Andrew G. Gray 

Alexander Naysmyth 

Alexander Robertson 

Mike Trubridge 
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Drove Road to 

Knocheild   1718 

However, if we take Dumaresqu and Bastide’s map 
literally, there’s on only one farmstead with two buildings; 
or perhaps it was building and large sheep fank. A 1725 
copy of their map shows only one building and labeled 
Tenant of the Duke of Montrose and markedly different 
arrangement of the barracks from the original plan. 
Between the garrison and the fort there are no other buildings along the Snaid Burn and no drove roads 
for that matter. Could it be that the farmstead was Rob Roy’s farmstead prior to the tenant taking over. 
After all, this farmstead is conveniently located beside the Glengyle – Glen Arklet drove road, and close 
to the intersection of the Polchrow, Allt Rostan and Loch Lomond drove roads; whereas, there was no 
farmstead or road at Inversnaid prior that shown on the 1865 OS map – nor on Grassom’s or Thomson’s  
maps of Stirlingshire published in 1817 and 1832, respectively.  Apparently, Rob in his youth lived mostly 
house by Loch Katrine close to the safety of the Chief of MacGregors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bastide would also have known about Rob Roy through the dispatches of his superior officer Capt. 
Biggar. For example, the following is part of a dispatch dated July 1718, which reads “Capt Biggar is in 

command of the soldiers billeted in the temporary barrack located 550 yards up and on the opposite side the Snaid 
Burn from Garrison site. Masons and quarries began construction in work ……..”. Another on 8

th
 August 1718, noted 

that “At 11pm, James Livingstone, mason testifies that a man (purported to be Rob Roy or one of his clansmen) 
knocked on the door saying he had a letter from Capt. James Biggar thereupon they were seized by ‘persons 
unknown’ and marched 16-18 miles to the lowlands”. For letting this happen with a temporary garrison of men so 
close to the construction site, we learn that on 19

th
 September that “… at his court martial Capt. Biggar’s defense 

was that his temporary barracks up the Snaid some distance from the construction site which was out of sight, and 
that the contractors insisted his workers had no need of protection”. He was found not guilty. 

 

Restored sheep folds mapped on then location labeled  ‘Tenant of the Duke of 

Montrose  on Dumaresque and Bastide’s 1718 militarty maps as occupied by a teneant 
of the Duke of Montrose. Part of a bloomery (iron works) is under the grassy knoll at 
the bottom of the photo.  Below the brae with rows of cut bracken (presumeably 
where tree seedlings were planted) is the intersection of ancient drove roads to Allt 
Rostan, Polcrow, and to a village of shielings near Rob Roy’s cave beside Loch Lomond.  

© Mike Trubridge 
2003 
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Perhaps the closest Lt. Bastide’s and Rob Roy got to each other was at the Battle of Glen Shiel between the 
Jacobite and Hanoverian forces on 10

th
 June, 1719. Rob Roy led a contingent of 40 MacGregors in the 1500 strong 

Jacobite-Spanish army and was badly wounded. This was Bastide’s first great moment of glory in his distinguished 
career insofar he drew up the plan of battle on-the-spot which gave victory to the 1600 strong and much better 
armed and prepared Hanoverian army.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

National Library of Scotland 

Above: Lt. John 
Bastide‘s plan for the  
Battle  of Glen Shiel which 
he surveyed and drew on 
the spot 19th June, 1719.  

Right: A sketch of 
Bastide‘s plan of action  by 
Hanovarian forces in THE 
BATTLE OF GLENSHIEL, 
10th  JUNE 1719. NOTE 
UPON AN UNPUBLISHED 
DOCUMENT IN THE 
POSSESSION OF HIS GRACE 
THE DUKE OF 
MARLBOROUGH.  By A. H. 

Miller, F.S.A. SCOT. 1882. 
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Mary McGregor (Rob’s wife)  

Mary MacGregor was the daughter of Gregor MacGregor of Comer which today is a beautiful farm 
on the northeast flank of Ben Lomond. Gregor, better known as Gregor Og, owned the lands of 
Stoniclachar and Comer; while his brother John MacGregor (Rob Roy’s uncle) lived at Corrieheichon and 
‘farmed’ at Corriearklet.  

  It was when Mary was living with her uncle John at Corrieheichon that she and Rob ‘put up the 
banns’ (proclamation of marriage) at Inchcailloch‘ in 1662. They were married at Corriearklet on the 
opposite side of Glen Arklet on 1st Jan. 1663 (i.e., when Loch Arklet was much smaller than it is now).  

In those days, Corriearklet was the principle town, i.e., ‘Ferm toun’ in the district.  On Dumaresq and 
Bastide’s map of 1718 – based on their survey the area in 1717 – Corriearklet had 21 buildings and a 
church.  Clearly, it had a run-rig system; whereby, parcels of land were allotted to local clansmen. So to 
say that, John MacGregor ‘farmed’ at Corriearklet is to say that he had one of the run-rigs.  Today, it has 
only one house built around 1915 by Glasgow Water Board for one of its managers, and a few sheep 
barns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capt. John Crossley, writing in 1725, notes that Mary “…rode around collecting rent and protection 

money ‘…arrayed in laced riding clothes accompanied by a couple of handsome fellows that ran before 
her” .  Not surprising, she was the wife of acting chief (i.e. Rob Roy) of the Glengyle MacGregors. Like her 
sister-in-laws Margaret, she married well by the standards of the time.   

Perhaps the most reliable description of Mary is to be found in Forbes MacGregor’s book Clan 
Gregor (1977) in which he has this extract from  letter from John Gregorson (Mary MacGregor's great-
grand-nephew)  to Sir Walter Scott:- 

"I beg leave also to state that the wife of Rob Roy who you represent as a horrid Fiend both by your 
work of fiction and proposed truth. She was a woman of totally different character. It is a fact that in the 
days of her widowhood and adversity the tenant's wives of Craigroistan were in the habit of going to her 
with Kaine (rent in kind) Sheep, Hens, and eggs, and this tribute of respect they paid to her, as being 
herself a descendant of the MacGregors of Craigroistan as much as being the widow of Rob Roy who had 
only an ephemeral interest in the lands of Craigroistan."  

Forbes MacGregor also cites Rev W.S. Crocket, Minister of Tweedsmuir, describing Mary as 
agreeable, domesticated, hospitable, musical and poetical. W.S. Crockett points out that she was named 
Mary, not Helen, and that she was of the Comar branch of the MacGregors. She was far from being the 
virago of Scott's novel. Other accounts of her by her clans folk say that Mary was indeed agreeable, 
domesticated, hospitable, musical and poetical. 

Corriearklet in 1717 and 2003: 
Drawing: Dumaresqu and Bastide, National Library of Scotland 

Photo:Alexander Robertson 
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From map  Stirlinghshire,  J. Thomson & Co., 
1820,                            National Library of Scotland 

A  Writer (Lawyer)  

For this figure, sitting pensively to the left of Rob Roy, we have a choice of three of the Duke of 
Montrose’s lawyers - Mungo Graham of Gorthie (Montrose’s Chamberlain), James Graham writer in 
Glasgow and George Robertson writer in Edinburgh – were very much involved in Rob Roy’s affairs; both 
good and bad.  

On the positive side is Rob Roy’s contract with the Duke of Montrose dated December 1711 whereby 
Rob Roy undertakes to buy and deliver “…….two hundred good and sufficient Kintail highland cowes …. 
betwixt five and eight years old with four bulls to the bargane, and  to be delivered by the said Robert 
Campbell his …….to his Grace and the said James Graham…..head of dyke at Gardincaber in Buchanan 
upon the twenty-eight day of May next (1712)……. in return for two thousand and eight hundred pounds 
Scots…...”   

The signatures on the contract are Montrose, Ro Campbell (Rob Roy), Mungo Graham of Gorthie, 
Jas. Graham (writer), John Graham (Killearn). 
Obviously, until the Spring of 1712, Montrose and Rob 
Roy were on very good terms. 

On the 3rd July 1700 there was feu contract by 
Archibald Graham, alias McGregor of Kilmannan, with 
consent of Hugh Graham, his eldest son, in favour of 
Robert Campbell alias McGregor of the £3 land of 
Inversnaid, part of the barony of Craigrostan lying in 
the parish of Inchailloch in the sheriffdom of Stirling, to 
be held feu of Archibald Graham for 5 merks feu duty 
yearly.   

Also on the positive side, several ‘instruments of 
sasine’ dating from 1707 ruled in favour of Rob Roy’s 
entitlement to Craigrostan estate. For example,  
Humphrey Colquhoun of Luss to Robert Campbell 
dated 14 May 1706. This sasine is dated 3 June and 
registered at Stirling, 1 Aug 1707.’  

; e.g., “….Instrument of sasine in favour of Robert 
Campbell of the £10 land of Craigroston, 
comprehending the lands of Ruskinoch, Knockeilt, 
Roechoish, Stocknaroy, Clackbuy, Inversnaid and 
Pollochro with the mill of Craigroston, mill lands and 
multures lying in the parish of Inchcailloch in the 
sheriffdom of Stirling, following on a precept contained 
in a charter of resignation granted by Sir Humphrey 
Colquhoun of Luss to Robert Campbell dated 14 May 
1706. This sasine is dated 3 Jun and registered at 
Stirling, 1 Aug 1707.”  In addition at one point had 
Comar on the eastern flank of Ben Lomond and  
Corriehichon on the west end of Loch Arklet.  

This sasine gives a good idea of the extent of Craigrostan which extends about 16 km along the 
eastern shore of Loch Lomond.  So far I have not found any maps showing how far Craigrostan Estate 
extended eastward other than Comar and Corriehichon. Although he styled himself as Robert Campbell 
of Inversnaid till the day he died, he rarely, if ever lived in Inversnaid Harbour (now the grounds of 
Inversnaid Hotel). In fact, the modern Inversnaid in Glen Arklet did not exist prior to 1717.  
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The Contract between the Duke of Montrose and Robert Campbell of Innersnait 24th December 

1712. 
“At Glasgow on the twenty fourth of December 17 and eleven years contracted …..betwixt the parties 

following, they are to say James Duke of Montrose and James Graham writer (lawyer) in Glasgow on the 
one part, and Robert Campbell of 
Innersnat on the other, in manner 
following, they are to say forasmuch as 
the said Robert Campbell has on the date 
hereof sold and sells to the said James 
Duke of Montrose and the said James 
Graham equally between them, this 
……what….the number of two hundred 
good and sufficient highland cows, of the 
Grants? Of Kintail and are betwixt five 
and eight years old with four bulls to the 
bargain to be delivered by the said Robert 
Campbell his …….to his Grace and the 
said James Graham or their orders all to 
the Head of Dyke of Gartincaber in 
Buchanan upon the 28th day of May 
next. And on the other part His Grace and 
the said James Graham, have…..advance 
payed delivered to the said Robert 
Campbell the sum of Two Thousand and 
Eight Hundred pounds….as the full … and 
price of the said two hundred cows with 
the bulls to the bargain as said, whereof 
he ….the…and…his Grace and the said 
James Graham, and forty…of the price of 
said cows and the said Robert 
Campbell….&….him and his….for their 
performance of their part of the 
promisary under pain of four hundred 
pounds money for said of penalties in 
case of…..by and all our performance  
and both parties are …and……..be…. for 
the books of Campbell? of ….or in any 
other……letters of    may ….on…..and 

 
Signed by said James Graham are…by both (Parties?) James Graham….all day…Mungo Graham of 

Gorthie and John Graham younger of Killearn. 
Signatures – Montrose (Duke of), Ro: Campbell (Rob Roy), Mungo Graham (Gorthie) and John 

Graham (Killearn).  Witness James Graham (Writer in Glasgow)” 
Land ownership in Scotland is very complicate for, although we can say Rob Roy ‘owned’ Craigrostan 

it was by a feu charter with the hereditary rights entails from Colquhoun of Luss. Under this 
arrangement, Rob had to pay an annual feu duty of £240 Scots to Colquhoun of Luss, £100 Scots in 
teinds (tithes) to the Duke of Montrose. A £10 land means that it is carries a more expensive feu duty 
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compared to a £2 land of the hereditary chief at Glengyle. In 1703, as tutor of his young nephew James 
Graham who, at coming of age, would inherit the chieftainship of Glengyle Gregors, Rob obtained a feu 
charter for the £2 land of Glengyle, with an annual feu duty of £60. In both estates he would draw 
income from 20-30 tenants. In addition, he would perhaps earn a much larger income from his cattle 
trading and numerous other little ventures based on natural resources of the areas such as forests, lead 
and slate mines. So he was a relatively prosperous man. But, in an unstable highland economy, and being 
a pawn in the petty political rivalry between three powerful overlords – Dukes of Montrose, Argyll and 
Atholl – it would not have surprised anyone that he and like-minded landowner and leaders would 
encounter innumerable legal problems that engaged a small army of Writers stretching all the way from 
the streets to Glasgow and Edinburgh to halls of parliament and the King’s court in London. For the 
Dukes and the Hie’ and michty it would not be advantageous for them to portray Rob as an honest 
broker.   

 In Rob’s day, Scots law had legal instruments called Letters of Horning and Letters of Caption publicly 
denouncing a person as a rebel or for going after. Rob got his fair share of the ‘Letters’ and was ‘put to 
Horn’ several times. For example, a Letter of Caption was issued on 9 Feb. 1712 with a bond by “Dougal 
Grahame alias McGrigor, cotter to James Grahame in Walton in the parish of Fintry, to compear before 
James, Duke of Montrose, at his lodging in Glasgow on 20 March next, to answer what can be laid to 
granter's charge under penalty of £100 scots, and he binds himself further to procure an obligement 
under hand of Robert Campbell alias McGrigor of Inversnait or James Grahame alias McGrigor of 
Glengyll, for his honesty and good behavior”.  

Similarly, on the 25th September 1712, George Robertson, writer in Edinburgh acting on behalf of 
Montrose, Graham of Gorthie and James Graham, writer in Glasgow, had letters of caption issued against 
Rob Roy, ordering his arrest and imprisonment for defaulting on his part of the contract with Montrose.  

But Rob was not entirely to blame for his bad debts, for he was often caught in a financial bind 
because he too was often owed huge sums of money. So on the 5th July1712 Robert Campbell (Rob Roy) 
sends by hand to Montrose’s lawyer James Graham, writer in Glasgow a letter that once he gets what 
money he is due from others, he will repay Montrose. In fact, Rob had ‘letters of caption’ issued against 
his debtors; e.g., 16 Dec 1704 “Letters of caption at instance of Robert Campbell of Innersnait 
[Inversnaid] ["Rob Roy" McGregor] against Colin Campbell, son of deceased John Campbell of Barcaldan 
[Barcaldine] for non-payment of money contained in bond of corroboration”. 

However, Professor Stevenson has uncovered documents that hint at an elaborate scheme to 
defraud Montrose. The first hint of this was when, in summer 1712, Rob Roy secretly disposed of 
Craigrostan to his nephew James Graham of Glengyle and James’s brother-in-law John Hamilton of 
Bardowie. Later, in Sept. 1720 notice was given of the sale of Craigrostan estate and the rental 
properties of Robert Campbell (RR) was forfeited to the Crown and auctioned off in Edinburgh on 13th 
October 1720 – starting price was 20 years purchase. The estate was purchased by Mungo Graham of 
Gorthie for a mere £820 (31 years purchase) acting for the Duke of Montrose. In short, contrary to 
popular belief, there was no seedy character called MacDonald absconding with the £2800. It was an 
elaborate fraud by concealing transfers of Craigrostan to his relatives which reveal Rob as a clever 
individual with enough savvy to outsmart the writers at their own game.  

 
In 1707, Rob had his will written up by a writer as follows:-  
 
“ “The Testament Dative and Inventary of the goods gear cattle Household plenishing and others 

which pertained to the Deceast Robert Roy Campbell in Innerlochlarig beg within the parish of 
Balquhidder and Commissariot of Dunblane the time of Decease which was in the Moneth of December 
last Faithfully made and given up by Mary Mcgrigor alias Campbell the Defuncts Spouse only Executrix 
Dative Decerned as Credetrix to her said Deceas’d husband For payment and Satisfaction to her of the 
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sum of four hundred and thirty six pounds ten shillings and four pennies Scots money Expended and 
Deburs’d by her on the Defuncts funerals and for Masters rent, and Servants fees and for medicaments 
and other Necessaries furnished during his Sickness Conform to a particular Accompt and Several 
Instructions thereof produced. Whereon she made faith as use is As also for payment of the expences of 
Confirmation hereof By Decreet of the Commissary principal of the said Commissariot as the samen of the 
date of these presents in itself more fully Bears 

There was pertaining and belonging to the Said Defunct the time of his decease forsaid the goods 
gear and others aftermentioned of the values after express’d According as the Samen were valued in 
Virtue of the said Commissarys warrant Vizt. Imprimis Two Tydie Cows at eight pound Scots per piece 
Inde Sixteen pound Item Two Yeald Kine estimate at Six pound Scots pr. piece Inde Twelve pound Item 
Two old Kine with a Stirk estimate at Six pounds thirteen shilling And four pennies Scots per piece Inde 
Thirteen pound Six shilling and eight pennies Item Two forrow Kine with a Stirk estimate at Seven pound 
Six Shilling and eight pennies Scots oer piece Inde fourteen pound Thirteen Shilling and four pennies Item 
Two Six quarters old queys estimate at Two pound thirteen Shilling and four pennies Scots per piece Inde 
five pound Six Shilling and eight pennies Item a ten quarter year old quey estimate at Three pound Item 
thirteen Ews and one Ram estimate at fourteen pound It[em] seven hoggs estimate at three pound ten 
shilling It[em] fourteen Goats with a Buck estimate at Twenty pound It[em] eight Minchaks estimate at 
four pounds Item Ane Old Mair with a filly estimate to eight pound It[em] two horses estimate to thirty 
pound It[em] a Blind horse estimate to One pound ten shilling It[em] Two Bolls of Gray Corn with the 
Straw estimate to ten pound It[em] the Key estimate to Twelve pound It[em] the Saddle and Armes 
estimate with the Bridle Twenty four pound It[em] Betwixt his body Cloaths and heall house plenishing 
estimate to eighty four pound Six Shilling and eight pennies. 

 
Item The said Defunct 

had Justly addebted and 
resting to him the time 
foresaid of his decease By 
Alexander Mcfarlane in 
Coreitlet the Sum of One 
hundred pounds Scots 
money and whole annual 
rents thereof as a part of 
the sum of Six hundred 
merks Scots money 
principal Specified in a 
Bond Granted by him to 
the said Defunct therein 
Designed Robert Campbell 
of Innerfuait Dated the 
Twenty eight day of 
November and ---------------
------- day of ------------------- 
-------- One thousand seven 
hundred and seven years. 

Summa 
Confirmed 6th February 1735 Raynold Drummond and John Fisher of Tayenrouyoch, Cautioners” 
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Glengyle House  2006                       Alexander Robertson  

Robert Campbell (Rob Roy Macgregor)  

 
The eagle was Lord above; 
And Rob was lord below. 
                  Wordsworth 

 
Rob Roy was born in Glengyle 7th March 1671. He was 3th and youngest son of Lt. Col. Donald 

MacGregor of Glengyle, 5th Chief of Glengyle MacGregors and Margaret Campbell of Glen Lyon. 
Margaret’s was daughter of Jean and Archibald Campbell the niece of Sir Robert Campbell 3rdBaronet of 
Glenorchy 9th of Glenorchy and 1st cousin to the Earl of Breadalbane. Rob’s siblings were John, Duncan, 
Sarah, Margaret, and Susannah.  

Margaret’s sister Mary married Malcolm MacGregor 8th Chief of Glenstrae MacGregors succeeded by 
their son Gregor as 9th Chief of Glenstrae. Their brother was Robert Campbell, 5th Chief of Glenlyon 
MacGregors, who carried out the orders for the Glencoe massacre in 1692.  

In April 3rd 1603, King James 1st ordered the 
proscription of the MacGregor name to 
"extirpate Clan Gregor and to ruit oot their 
posteritie and name," and forbid the 
Macgregor from carrying arms. The act was 
repealed by King Charles II in 1661. But in June 
15th 1693 - the same year that Rob Roy married 
Mary McGregor of Comar in Corriearklet - the 
Scottish Parliament passed an Act for the 
Justiciary of the Highlands re-enacted 
proscription of name MacGregor.   

Consequently, Rob took his mother’s 
maiden surname Campbell, and thereafter was 
officially known as Robert Campbell and signed 
his letters accordingly; although he occasionally 

signed them Ro but very rarely Rob Roy.  
There are a great many myths about Rob Roy regarding his build and character. Most commenters 

think of him as a kind of swashbuckling Robin Hood and a mere freebooter. Perhaps he was in some 
respects. In reality, he was acting chief of MacGregors with enormous responsibilities for the good of his 
clan and highlanders in general.  

For those who want to get closer to the truth about Rob Roy, I suggest they read W. H. Murray’s Rob 
Roy MacGregor (1982) and Prof. David Stevenson’s The Hunt for Rob Roy: The man and the Myths 
(2004). Murray was a well-known mountaineer and gives a really good insight into Rob’s constant 
struggle as an acting chief and landowner in the Highlands. Whereas, Prof. Stevenson, with the 
advantage of recently discovered legal documents, sheds a great deal more light on the legal and 
political aspects of Rob Roy business; particularly his once cordial relationship to the Duke of Montrose, 
the true legality of land ownership (particularly the Craigrostan Estate) and Rob’s change of fortunes that 
led him to craft an elaborate scheme to defraud Montrose as well as the good and bad of his dealing 
with others.  

The last sentence in Scott’s novel Rob Roy sums up Rob Roy well:-  Old Andrew Fairservice used to 
say “That there were many things ower bad for blessing, and ower good for banning, like Rob Roy.”  
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Heaven gave Rob Roy a dauntless heart, 
And wondrous length and strength of era, 
Nor craved he more to quell his foes, 
Or keep his friends from harm. 
Yet was Rob Roy as wise as brave 
Forgive me if the phrase he strong  
A poet worthy of Rob Roy 
Must scorn a timid song. 
Bear witness many a pensive sigh 
Of thoughtful herdsman when he strays 
Alone upon Loch Veol’s heights, 
And by Loch Lomond’s braes! 

                      Wordsworth  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Glen Arklet from the southeast end with the snowcapped peaks of the Arrochar Alps on the 
west side of Loch Lomond June  2004.                                                                Alexander Robertson  
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Corriearklet in 1718 with 22 
buildings, tree-lined road, and 15 rigs 
bounded by hedgerows. 

Birleymen 

Ever wonder how such an extensive estate like Craigrostan functioned smoothly while Rob Roy spent 
weeks gallivanting about the highlands on business, droving and/or pinching cattle from neighbours 
lands or leading Jacobite raids on the low country.  

The answer lies in nature of the birleymen (also called burghmen, Byrelawmen). Originally, these 
were tough-minded and authoritative men and sometimes women who (like Mary McGregor) would 
march around the borders of a burgh to ensure there are no encroachers. Hence, even today, we call the 
estate or burgh boundaries marches which are often delineated by a steel fence or stone wall or, when 
not practical, by well-defined natural features in the landscape, such as the ridge of a mountain, the 
course of river or stream or, more commonly in the 19th and early 20th century, a series of boundary 
stone marker which we appropriately call the ‘marches’.  

By the 17th century it was common for the Birleymen in Stirlingshire and neighbouring Perthshire to 
be sworn in as valuers and appraisers for rent and property.  A good example of this related to 
Craigrostan is in a reference to document In the National Archives of Scotland  dated 2nd December 1719 
whereby there was a “Declaration by two birleymen of the barony of Buchanan concerning the value of 
ground marked out round the barracks at Inversnaid”.  

Incidentally, the modern name and concept of Bylaw, is essentially derived from that of  
byrelawman. 

But the birleymen, besides keeping an eye on the marches, played a key role in Scots Law insofar as 
they kept the peace by acting as arbiters who were called in to settle ordinary disputes between landlord 
and tenant, or between one tenant and another. Legal beagles refer to this as ‘short law’ which is 
derived from the Gaelic word bir, signifying "short". Hence the term “short law” or speedy justice. The 
following excerpt from Jonny Gibbs of Gushetneuk book “Notes and Sketches illustrative of Rural Life by 
Jonny Gibbs of Gushetneuk, published in 1777 describes birleyman’s role: in keeping peace among the 
run-rigs, such as in this clip from a 1718 map of Corriearklet. 

“The principle of joint holdings, which found its extreme development in the ‘run-rig’ system, where 
two tenants cultivated alternate ridges on the same field, was well suited to breed difficulties in the 
practical business of cultivation; and so the overlords had rules of “good neighbourhood” established, 
under which the several tenants were bound to perform their respective shares of the farm labour at the 
sight of a “bierleyman chosen by themselves”. 

In those days, when one hears of someone who is a ‘‘well respected gentleman’, you can bet your 
boots he was a birleyman such as the likes of John MacGregor of Corriehichon on the south side of Glen 
Arklet and who ‘farmed’ at Corriearklet on the north side who was well respected. This is not surprising, 
since he was not only Rob Roy’s father-in-law but was once his tenant.  

In the carving the birleyman leading a dray Is a reminder 
there was much much more to local industry than just crops and 
livestock. In Glen Falloch there was lead smelting furnace. Besides 
lead quarries, records show that as far back as 1574 – and 
probably much earlier slate was shipped to Stirling Castle and 
many stately homes.  Small bloomeries, dating mostly in 17th 
century, indicates there was a reasonable amount oak and birch 
woods for charcoal to forge iron. Coppice-with-standard oak 
woods provided a steady supply for tannins for the leather 

industry. At Pollochro there was a boat building yard and probably 
some around Loch Katrine. These and many other rural 
enterprises were coordinated and run under the watchful eye of 
the birleyman. 
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The view from Killearn toward 
Loch Lomond. Croy Leckie was 
situated on the little hill where the 
roof of a large barn in barely 
showing.  In the late 19th Cenury, 
the Duke of Montrose engaged 
some of Europe‘s finest landscape 
architects to create this beautiful 
landscape. 

                Photo:Killearn Church 

Margaret Leckie (nee MacGregor) 

Rob Roy had at least 3 sisters - Margaret, Sarah and Susannah.  Not much is known about Susannah;  
but we know that Margaret and Sarah married well by highland standards.  

Margaret married John Leckie of Croy Leckie in 1677. As his title indicates, he owned Old Croy-Leckie 
and also Balvie. Many people confuse Croy Leckie in Dumbartonshire and Leckie in Stirlingshire. This is 
not surprising, because they are historically linked. First of all, Murdoch de Lennox, Esq. (later 1st Baron 
of Croy), who was born circa 1220 during the reign of King David II, received the barony of Croy from 
which his descendants assumed the name Leckie of Croy Leckie. But some Murdoch’s descendants had a 
charter to the barony of Leckie in Stirlingshire – a short distance west side of Gargunnock, and styled 
themselves as ‘Leckie of Leckie’. At some point John of Croy-Leckie acquired the lands of Balvie and so he 
styled himself John Leckie ‘of Croy Leckie and Balvie’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having joined the cause of the Stuarts in 1715 Jacobite rebellion, John Leckie was at the Battle of 

Sheriffmuir with his brother-in-law, Rob Roy – where Rob became infamous for holding back his clan 
from engaging the Duke of Argyll’s army. Consequently, the battle ended in a draw. Which gave rise to 
the famous song Sheriff Muir by Murdoch McLellan – the first and third verse are:-  
 

There's some say that we wan and some say that they wan 
And some say that nane wan at a' man 
But one thing is sure that at Sheriff Muir 
A battle was fought on that day man 
And we ran and they ran and they ran and we ran 
And we ran and they ran awa’ man 

 
Whether we wan or they wan or they wan or we wan 
Or if there was winnin' at a' man 
There's nae man can tell save our brave general 
Wha first began runnin' awa' man 
And we ran and they ran and they ran and we ran 
And we ran and they ran awa’ man 
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In the aftermath of the rebellion, Margaret and John fled Croy Leckie and are said to have left the 
country and that his estate was forfeited to the Government. However, his youngest son Rev. Thomas 
Leckie and a daughter Janet remained in the district. In fact, when Thomas was ordained he declined the 
post as minister of Corriearklet choosing instead to serve as minister of Kilmaronock Parish from 1703 to 
1723 not far from Croy Leckie. It is interesting that the descendants in Scotland, from Janet in particular, 
reads like a who’s who among landed gentry and captains of industry and politics, notable for their 
hyphenated names in many cases, such as Leckie-Ewing of Arngomery, Stirling-Maxwell, Maxwell-
Graham, Countess of Buchan, Blacks of Clairmont, etc., etc. Their North American descendants became 
equally prominent citizens and through Margaret that the Leckies became a sept of Clan Gregor – hence 
innumerable MacGregors, Grahams, Campbells, Murrays. Leckies and others claim direct descent from 
Rob Roy  

 

  

Quite often the location of Croy Leckie on the opposite side of the Blane 
Water from Killearn, is confused Leckie on Flanders Moss near Gargunnock. To 
set the record straight, here are clips from a few old maps. Top row (l-r) Joan 
Bleau 1654, Herman Moll 1745, Capt. Roy 1746. Middle Row (L-r) John 
Thompson 1820, John Ainslie 1821, and the Ordnance Survey 1866.  

  Aerial Photo Google Earth, 2008;            Maps National Library of Scotland 
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Sarah  Campbell 

 
Sarah MacGregor was born in 1678. When the MacGregor name was proscribed for the second time 

in 1793. Sarah, like her famous brother Rob Roy, adopted her mother’s surname of Campbell. Sarah 
married Alexander (or Alasdair in Gaelic) MacDonald, the younger son of Alexander MacDonald, the 
chief of the MacDonalds of Glencoe.  

Little is known of Sarah, although she is said 
to have died in the infamous massacre of the 
MacDonalds (McIans) of Glen Coe at 5 a.m. 13th 
February 1692. Ironically, it was Sarah’s uncle, 
Capt. Robert Campbell of Glenlyon, who was 
chosen to lead the soldiers who carried out the 
massacre at Glencoe where 38 men, women and 
children were killed. However, while the chief 
was also amongst the dead, his two sons were 
among the survivors most of whom were taken in 
by the Stewarts of Appin. It appears that Sarah 
was not among the survivors.  

At the time, Cpt. Campbell was 60 years old 
and through addiction to drink and gambling and 
‘in reduced circumstance’ (the polite way 
describing a poverty stricken Laird), had been 
forced to take up a commission in the army. And, 
as a soldier, it was imperative he follow orders on 
pain of death. The real culprit in this dastardly 
deed was the chief legal officer in Scotland, Lord 
Advocate John Dalrymple, Master (later Earl) of 

Stair who is quoted as lamenting the fact that not all the MacIans had been killed.  
According to some genealogical websites, Alexander settled in Ellon, Aberdeenshire. If that is so, 

then Isabella is his second wife; implying that Sarah may have died at Glen Coe. There were four children 
- Eleanor, Margaret (Peggy), Sarah and John.  

On 8
th

 April, 1748, 8 days prior to the Battle of Culloden, (the last Battle fought on British soil) he is listed as 

“Alexr. MacDonald, Mercht” a prisoner in the Tollbooth.  His crime, if we can call that, was stated on the 
23 May 1746;-  "18. Alexr. MackDonald, Merchant in Aberdeen, Imprisoned by order of Mr. Bruce who can 
inform anent his Cryme as above." (David Bruce, Judge Advocat of the Army). Per Aberdeen Tollbooth 
Christopher P. Croly, Assistant Keeper (Research), Alexr. was imprisoned because he harboured a Jacobite 
rebel”.  

In 1747 he was deported to America, departing with his family from Liverpool on the 5th of May 
1747, on the ship 'Gildart', Captained by Richard Holme, arriving at Port North, Potomac, Maryland on 
the 5 Aug 1747. There he had four other children that were born in Virginia, by 1767 he had  
settled in Little Fork, St. Mark's Parish, Culpeper Co., Virginia. He had purchased some land in Orange 
County, Virginia from John Spotswood in 1767. He also rented land at Ragged Mountain in Culpeper Co., 
Virginia. He served as a constable in Orange Co., from 1750-1754. According "Directory of Scots Banished 
to the American Plantations", in a public records office, his final destination was Falmouth Virginia.. 
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Glen Coe 

Chromo Lithograph based on original drawing by by W. L. Leitche c1850 
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John MacLachlan‘s Auchentroig House in a state of disrepair and following restoration in 1999 
                                                                                                                        Photos: Simpson & Brown Architects 

hn McLachlan of Auchintroig  

John McLachlan was a Bonnet Laird - a Scottish term for a small landowner. According to ‘The Urban 
Conservation Conservatory’ produced by Neil Grieve, a Bonnet Laird refers to a small land owner with an 
apparent authority for local defenses. Typically, a bonnet laird’s house is a plain and rectangular building 
with two main storeys, symmetrical around a stout door in the centre and roofed with slates probably 
from the nearby Aberfoyle quarry. Auchentroig House (now known as Old Auchentroig) was built by John 
McLachlan in 1702 as one of a chain of watch stations throughout Buchanan lands for the Duke of 
Montrose. It is a classic example of an early 18th century bonnet laird’s house. It is interesting that 
Auchentroig house is identical to the original Glengyle House also built 1707.  So Rob Roy could not have 
been born in this house, as so often claimed! 

An undated letter from the laird of Glenegies informs to the Duke of Montrose “A representation of 
remarkable and great losses Auchintroig has sustained for his zealous appearing in defense of the present 
government when disturbed by rebels”. Glenegies’ claim appears to be a gross exaggeration because the 

only real damage inflicted by Rob Roy on Auchentroig was a scorched front door. This happened in the 

2
nd

 week of December 1716 when Rob Roy, on a lowland raid to supply the Jacobite army, took 

Auchentroig by lighting a fire at the strong wooden door. But it was all smoke and no fire; indeed, so 

much smoke that it forced McLachlan and his two sons to surrender. Rob took them prisoner along with 

their sheep, cows and horses.  

On the 17th December, he released Auchentroig and his sons and two of Colquhoun’s men whom he 
captured earlier. In an act of kindness he granted Auchentroig’s appeal to return livestock. It’s one of 
many examples that show Rob Roy was certainly not a cold-hearted, swash-buckling Highlander. After 
all, he had seen too much destitution in the eyes of his fellow Scots to be mean-spirited.  Incidentally, 
while Rob was raiding under the banner of the Jacobite Earl of Mar, he was, as he had done at the 
battles of Sheriffmuir, acting as a double spy for his protector and benefactor the Duke of Argyll 
commander of the Hanoverian forces.   

During this lowland raid on the Buchanan lands, he briefly met his so-called nemesis Graham 
Younger of Killearn on the 7th of December 1716. Two days later, Charles Mortland sends a letter to 
Killearn that “On Wednesday morning, between one and two o’clock, Rob Roy with a hundred men at 
drummon, marching through Buchanan to Craigrostan, without attempting anything upon the garrison 
of Drumakill, and having done little at Drummon but proclaim the pretender and tore gauger’s books” 
Another example showing that Rob Roy was not a particularly vindictive even to his rivals. It is doubtful 
McLachlan would have been so charitable were the situation were reversed. 
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Rev. Robert Kirk    

ROBERT KIRK or Kirke is the character on horseback beside the dray. He was born in Scotland and 
studied at the universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrews and was ordained a minister. He was Minister of 
Balquhidder, where Rob Roy is buried. While at Balquhidder, he was the first author to produce a 
complete translation of the Scottish metrical Psalms into Gaelic known as “Kirk’s Bible” which was 

published in 1684. He also translated many other religious works into the Scots Highland dialect. In 1685 he 
was appointed Episcopalian Minister of Aberfoyle, where he wrote The Secret Commonwealth. He died 
on Doon Hill in 14th May, 1692 at about the age of 51. His successor, the Rev. Dr. Grahame, in his 
Sketches of Picturesque Scenery, informs us that, as Mr. Kirk was walking on a dun-shi, or Doon hill, 
during the night, as was his custom, he sunk down in a swoon, which was taken for death. Although a 
corpse was found on Doon Hill where he died or rather ‘disappeared’ - for it is said he was taken by the 
Sithean (fairies) – the body was said to be a ‘doppelganger’ (a ghostly double of the Reverend Kirk)– a 
notion later reinforced by the fact there were no ashes in his grave only stones.   

Rev. Kirk’s The Secret Commonwealth was first published 
in 1817 by Sir Walter Scott as an “An essay of the nature and 
actions of the subterranean (and for the most part,) invisible 
people, heretofore going under the name of elves, faunes, and 
fairies, or the lyke among the low-country Scots, as they are 
described by those who have the second sight, and now to 
occasion further inquiry, collected and compared, by a 
circumspect inquirer residing among the Scottish-Irish in 
Scotland.” The best known version was Andrew Lang in 1883 
which is still popular. 

Lang writes that “The tomb, in Scott's time, was to be seen 
in the cast end of the churchyard of Aberfoyle; but the ashes of 
Mr. Kirk are not there. His successor, the Rev. Dr. Grahame, in 
his Sketches of Picturesque Scenery, informs us that, as Mr. 
Kirk was walking on a dun-shi, or fairy-hill, in his 
neighbourhood, he sunk down in a swoon, which was taken 
for death. "After the ceremony of a seeming funeral," writes 
Scott (op. cit., p. 105), "the form of the Rev. Robert Kirk 
appeared to a relation, and commanded him to go to 
Grahame of Duchray. 'Say to Duchray, who is my cousin as 
well as your own, that I am not dead, but a captive in Fairyland; and only one chance remains for my 
liberation. When the posthumous child, of which my wife has been delivered since my disappearance, 
shall be brought to baptism, I will appear in the room, when, if Duchray shall throw over my head the 
knife or dirk which he holds in his hand, I may be restored to society; but if this is neglected, I am lost 
forever. “True to his tryst, Mr. Kirk did appear at the christening and was visibly seen;" but Duchray was 
so astonished that he did not throw his dirk over the head of the appearance, and to society Mr. Kirk has 
not yet been restored. This is extremely to be regretted, as he could now add matter of much importance 
to his treatise. Neither history nor tradition has more to tell about Mr. Robert Kirk, who seems to have 
been a man of good family, a student, and, as his book shows, an innocent and learned person. “ 
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The Fairy Minister 
He heard, he saw, he knew too well 
The secrets of your fairy clan; 
You stole him from the haunted dell, 
Who never more was seen of man; 
Now far from heaven, and safe from hell, 
Unknown of earth, he wanders free, 
Would that he might return and tell 
Of his mysterious company! 
And half I envy him, who now, 
Clothed in her court’s enchanted green, 
By moonlight loch or mountain’s brow, 
Is chaplain to the Fairy Queen. 

                                      Andrew Lang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Robert Kirk‘s Grave  in the churchyard of the Old Aberfoyle Kirk.. The say hids remains  are not 
there, but that may meet his doppleganger (a goshtly copiy of him.) wandering around nearby Doon Hill 
amnog the .                                                                                                                                 Photos: Alastair Reid 
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The Noble Highland Gentry 

 
This figure in the carving represents the highland noblemen that had an impact on Rob Roy. They 

were the John Campbell (Earl of Breadalbane), John Campbell (Duke of Argyll), Drummonds (at least 
three Dukes of Perth and the Duke of Melfort), James Graham (Duke of Montrose) and John Murray 
(Duke of Atholl) 

 
“From the greed o’ the Campbells 
  From the ire o’ the Drummonds 
  From the pride o’ the Grahams 
  From the wind o’ the Murrays 
       God Lord save us!”  
         
From: The Maxton of Cultoquhey’s Litany.  

 
In the 18th century the satirist Mr. Maxton of Cultoquhey (near Crieff) added this very popular rhyme 

to his litany, which he performed at his toilet near a well beside his house. It refers to noblemen who 
lived within a few miles of Cultoquhey (about 3 km NE of Crieff, Perthshire). It refers to Campbell of 
Monzie, Campbell of Aberuchill (a Judge of Session famous for his obsession for buying land), Drummond 
of Perth, James Graham, (Duke of Montrose) at Kincardine Castle, John Murray (Duke of Atholl) at 
Tullibardine Castle and Moray of Abercairney.  

The following is a brief summary of the nobles to illustrate just how powerful they were. These 
nobles certainly knew of Rob Roy. But, considering they were great statesmen in very troubling times 
with much weightier issues than tenants and cattle rustling on their minds they only knew of Rob Roy 
through chamberlains and their factors, and through generals and their commanding officers.  

John Campbell of Glenorchy, 1st Earl of Breadalbane and Holland etc., 7th  Earl of 
Caithness, Viscount Tay of Perth, Lord Benderaloch, Ormelio and Wick 

Breadalbane was Rob Roy’s great uncle on his mother’s side. It was through 
Alexander Campbell of Balcardine, the Earl’s Chamberlain, that Rob Roy was appointed 
as estate agent responsible for the Barbrek Estate and chief rent collector while he had 
the tact of Inverinan on the west side of Loch Awe. Later, during the ‘fifteen’ Jacobite 
uprising, Breadalbane gave the Rob Roy the tact of Auchinchisallan in Glenorchy, which 
the Hanoverian troops burned in 1716.  

Archibald Campbell, 10th Earl of Argyll, 1st Duke of Argyll, King William's Privy Councillor and chief 
advisor on Scottish affairs, colonel-in-chief of the Earl of Argyll's Regiment of Foot which took part in the 
Massacre of the MacDonalds (McIans) of Glen Coe, but took no part in any of its field operations. The 
Chief of McIans, his wife and 36 of his clan were killed. Rob Roy’s sisters Sarah was married Alexander 
MacDonald, the younger of the two brothers that escape the Massacre. Presumably Sarah died in the 
massacre, because there is no mention of Sarah after this event.  

Field Marshal John Campbell, 2nd Duke of Argyll, 1st Duke of Greenwich, Earl of Chatham, Marquis 
of Kintyre and Lorne, Earl of Argyll, Earl Campbell and Cowall, Viscount Lochow and Glenyla, Lord 
Kintyre, Lord Inverary, Mull, Mover and Tiree, Baronet of Lundie, Baronetage of Nova Scotia, Baron 
Sunbridge and Baron Hamilton of Hameldon. As Chief of Clan Campbell he is known as Ian Ruaidh Cean 
(Red John of the Battles). He was Commander of British Forces in the 1715 Jacobite rebellion, 
Commander-in-chief of British forces in Spain during the war of Spanish Succession, Master General of 
the Ordnance, Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, Colonel of 1st (His Majesty's Own) Troop "The 
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Oxford Blues", 4th (Scots) Troop of the Horse Guards Regiment, 3rd (The Queen's) Dragoon Guards, 1st 
Regiment ("Lorne's Foot"), 2nd Regiment ("Lorne's Foot"), and Argyll's Foot.  

Though Rob Roy’s Jacobite sentiments may have been lukewarm, his Campbell kinship with Argyll 
was stronger. In 1711, with Argyll as his feudal superior, Rob possessed Creggans on Loch Fyne and Driep 
about 6 km to the southeast. These were two strategic locations for his Cattle droving - Creggan because 
of the ferry and Driep as convenient cattle rest and feeding station. Rob led MacGregors in the 1715 
Jacobite rebellion led by John Erskine (22nd Earl of Mar) in an attempt restore the Stuart monarchy.  Rob 
is famous for not committing the MacGregors at the Battles of Sheriffmuir and later at Glen Shie. 
Apparently, because he did not wish to waste the lives of his clansmen in what he considered to be lost 
cause; and also because of his greater loyalty to his kinsman Argyll, who would ensure better protection 
and prospects for his future. Historians suggest that, had he committed the MacGregors to the fray, 
Argyll may not have been victorious. While Rob was active for the Jacobites, notably in conducting raids 
on the lowlands for cattle, he was suspected of spying for Argyll. So much so, that the Duke of Montrose 
tried to bribe Roy Roy with offers of money and land if he would reveal incriminating evidence that 
might discredit Argyll. Suffice to say, Rob had more trust in Argyll than Montrose. It was only recent 
years that documents have been uncovered that prove Rob was indeed a double spy.   

James Graham, 1st Duke of Montrose, 4th Marquis of Montrose, Marquis of Graham and Buchanan, 
Earl of Montrose, Earl of Kincardine, Earl Graham of Belford, Viscount Dundaff, Lord Aberuthven, 
Mugdock and Fintrie, Lord President of the Scottish Privy Council, Lord of the Regency for the United 
Kingdom, Secretary of State for Scotland. When Rob Roy acquired Craigrostan and leased Arroch Beg, 
Corriehichon in Glen Arklet, and acquired Ardress (an important cattle crossing (by swimming), Knockield 
and Rochoish it was a time of relative peace and prosperity in the Highlands and Rob Roy and Montrose 
got along very well on personal and business terms. Indeed, Rob grew wealthy on the cattle trade most 
of it under contract to Montrose. But during several years of bad harvests  - and Rob’s debtors could not 
pay him, and he in turn could not repay a Montrose for the famous contract between them, their 
relationship soured – especially when Rob Roy started raiding the lands of Lennox and Buchanan for 
cattle during the “Fifteen”. But even during worst period in their relationship, we sense cordiality and 
mutual respect. Their relationship seems more like a sport than duel, albeit Montrose’s orders 
sometimes put Rob and family in dangerous positions. Montrose, for his part, never at any time order 
that Rob should be killed, but that he should be captured and brought to a proper trial, nevertheless; nor 
did Montrose order burning of his houses – it was Major Green who ordered the burnings. There’s a 
popular story that Montrose led a party of Lennox Militia that captured Rob Roy in Balquhidder. The 
short of it is that on the way back to Lennox he was tied to James Stewart on horseback, Rob somehow 
manages to get loose and drops off the horse into a raging stream and escapes. The story is ludicrous for 
a number of reasons: firstly, it originated from an interview Sir Walter Scott had with James Stewart’s 
grandson more than a century later; secondly, for Montrose, the great statesman, with great national 
and international responsibilities, did not ride around chasing down the likes of Rob Roy; thirdly, unlike 
the ‘real’ capture of Rob Roy by the Duke of Atholl, there are no letters, documents or publicity of this 
spurious event.  By contrast, Rob Roy’s capture of Montrose’s factor James Graham younger of Killearn 
generated a great public outcry and flurry of now famous letters by Rob Roy to Montrose and from 
Montrose to senior military commanders.  By the time Rob was 58 years old, he was obviously on good 
terms with Montrose and his factor Killearn to the extent that Rob captured two thieves in his former 
estate of Craigrostan and turned them over to Killearn.  

James Drummond 1st Duke of Perth, Lord Justice General, Lord Chancellor of Scotland, Scottish 
Privy Council, Extraordinary Lord of Session, founding Knight of the Thistle, Knight of the Garter, Master 
of the Horse, Knight of the Golden Fleece (Spain), Chamberlain to Queen Mary of Modena, Governor of 
the King of France. He was a partner with William Penn in the settlement of East New Jersey in 1681. As 
one of 24 proprietors of a large parcel of property that took up much of what is now the State of New 
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Jersey. When James and his brother John converted to the Catholic faith, he introduced the use of the 
thumbscrew in Scotland to encourage Covenanter’s to become Catholics too. James died at St. Germain 
11th May, 1717 and lies buried in the Scots chapel in Paris. 

James Drummond, 2nd Duke of Perth , 5th Earl of Perth, Marquis of Drummond, Earl of Stobhall, 
Earl of Montefex Viscount Cargill, and Baron Concraig, Educated Scots College, Paris, Joined King James 
to Ireland in 1689, and later Lord Mar in the 1715 Jacobite uprising. Escaped back to France with King 
James 6th Feb., attained 17th February. Succeeded his father 11th May 1716, but was not recognized by 
British Government Died in Paris 1720 and buried in Scot’s College, Paris.  

James Drummond, 3nd Duke of Perth , 5th Earl of Perth, Marquis of Drummond, Earl of Stobhall, 
Earl of Montefex Viscount Cargill, and Baron Concraig, Elder son and heir born Drummond Castle 11th 
May 1713. Educated Scots College at Douay and later Paris. Succeeded his father 28th Aug 1720. One of 7 
who formed the Assoc Restoration of the House of Stuart. Badly Wounded at Culloden and died on 
board the French Frigate La Bellone 13 May 1746. Buried at Sea.  

John Drummond, 4th Duke, born 1716 educated at Douay, Colonel of the Scots Royal Regiment in 
the French Army that he brought to Scotland in the ’45. After Culloden he escaped to France and served 
under Marshal Saxe. He died of fever at the siege of Bergen-op-Zoom in 1747 and is buried ijn the Chapel 
of the English Nuns, Antwerp. 

John Drummond 5th Duke of Perth, born c 1680, uncle of the half-blood and heir to the male line, 
being son of 1st Duke by his second wife. Died at Edinburgh 27th Oct. 1757 and is buried in Holyrood 
Chapel. 

Rob seems to have known the Drummonds quite well, mostly because brought cattle from western 
Scotland to the Crieff market – from which the Drummonds collected a fee per head of cattle. He would 
also have known them because of the tacts on lands held by the Drummonds. For example he held the 
tact of Benmore Forest which included the farm Corriechaorach in Glen Dochart and he and his sons also 
leased Drummond lands at Kirkton, Balquidder. Because the Drummonds were their feudal superiors, 
Rob’s family often used Drummond as a surname. The Drummonds were Jacobite Dukes (whose titles 
were not recognized by the British Government) and Rob was often called upon to help the Drummonds 
in the Jacobite causes.  Antiquities of Strathearn (1881) there’s a tale about the factor Drummond of 
Blairdrummond evicting a MacGregor who had a tact on Drummond Lands near Stirling. Incensed by this 
affront to his clansman, Rob Roy marched up to Drummond Castle, knocking down the factor at the gate 
and marched into castle and confronted the Duke – demanding that he reinstated the tact or he would 
let loose is his legions of MacGregors – to which the Duke conceded. This is a fanciful tale to be sure, 
considering how powerful these Drummonds were. In fact, so powerful were they that James 1st Duke of 
Drummond and his brother John 1st Duke of Melfort literally ran Scotland by themselves, and would have 
readily applied their new thumbscrews to Rob upon the slightest insolence.    

John Murray, 1st Duke of Atholl, Marquis of Tullibardine, Earl of Strathtay and Strathardle, 
Viscount of Balquhidder, Glenalmond and Glenlyon, and Lord Murray, Balvenie and Gask. Lord 
Inverary, Earl of Tullibardine, Knight of the Thistle, Privy Councillor, Representative Peer in the House 
of Lords, Lord High Commissioner of Parliament, Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland, Knight of the 
Thistle, Commissioner to the Parliament of Scotland, Secretary of State  

 In popular literature, Atholl was another of Rob Roy’s arch enemies. But, as with Montrose, Atholl’s 
dealings with Rob occasionally blew hot and cold, but mostly their relationship was congenial – especially 
when Rob wrote several groveling and flattering letters to Atholl pledging his loyalty and good behavior 
to the pretentious Duke. When the MacGregor name was proscribed for a second time, many 
MacGregors in the Balquhidder flattered Athol by adopted the surname Murray.  Such was the case 
when Rob Roy’s nephew Donald (Macgregor) became Donald Murray when he was granted the feu of 
Monachyle Tuarach by the Duke of Atholl.  Similarly, Donald’s elder brother James (Chief of MacGregors) 
became James Graham when he inherited the feu of Glengyle from the Duke of Montrose. Rob’s last feu 



38 
 

was Inverlochlarig Beg on the Braes of Balquhidder owned by the Duke of Atholl, where he spent the last 
two decades of his life and where died at the age of 63, was also owned by the local Murray’s. Coll, the 
best of Rob Roy’s sons, was granted a feu at Kirkton at the east end of Balquhidder. Coll, who had a lease 
at Kirkton in east Balquhidder and James a lease in Glen Dochart  both lands owned by the Drummonds 
(the Jacobite Dukes of Perth), so both became Drummonds (in addition to MacGregor and Campbell, 
whichever was most convenient in a particular circumstance).  

Highland land ownership and patronage is complicated and their relationship to the Scottish legal 
system is even more so. For most of his life, Rob Roy was a hunted man and yet openly renting land and 
driving cattle for the same people who were leading the hunt for him!  His arrest by and escape from the 
Duke of Atholl is nothing short of a comedy of errors. The short of it is that Athol invited him to Dunkeld 
House for a convivial discussion, then promptly arrested and imprisoned him in his private jail at 
Logerait. That done,  Atholl rushed off a spate of self-congratulatory letters to the ‘Hie an’ Michty’ 
among the generals, lordships and King George. But before the letters arrived, Rob escaped (more likely 
let loose) and headed back to more or less live out the rest of his life at Inverlochlarig Beg on Atholl 
lands. There is suspicion that Atholl was deliberately careless in letting Rob escape. Considering that 
Atholl’s brother was Lord George Murray – the Jacobite General in Prince Edward Struart’s  army that 
almost capture the throne in 1745 – he (Atholl) would suffer from the wrath of as great more that a 
small legions of MacGregors.  It explains that Rob prevailed despite outstanding arrest warrant of several 
years old. When Daniel Defoe’s The Highland Rogue appeared in 1723, a fanciful tale of Rob Roy’s 
exploits made him a household name and amused King George. On 15th September, 1725, with help of 
his friend and former patron the Duke of Argyll, a Writer (lawyer) and Defoe’s publicity, he submitted a 
letter to General Wade and was 2nd December pardoned by King George.  We’ll give Rob the last word 
from his letter to Gen. Wade.  

Sir, - The great humanity with which you have constantly acted in the discharge of the trust reposed 
in you, and your ever having made use of the great powers with which you were vested, as the means of 
doing good and charitable offices to such as ye found proper objects of compassion, will, I hope, excuse 
my importunity in endeavoring to approve myself not absolutely unworthy of that mercy and favour 
which your Excellency has so generously procured from His Majesty for others in my unfortunate 
circumstances. I am very sensible nothing can be alleged sufficient to excuse so great a crime as I have 
been guilty of, that of rebellion. But I humbly beg leave to lay before your Excellency some particulars in 
the circumstances of my guilt, which, I hope, will extenuate it in some measure. It was my misfortune, at 
the time the Rebellion broke out, to be liable to legal diligence and caption, at the Duke of Montrose’s 
instance, for debt alledged due to him. To avoid being flung into prison, as I must certainly have been had 
I followed my real inclinations in joining the King’s troops at Stirling, I was forced to take part with the 
adherents of the Pretender; for the country being all in arms it was neither safe nor indeed possible for 
me to stand neuter. I shall not, however, plead my being forced into that unnatural Rebellion against His 
Majesty, King George, if I could not, at the same time, assure your Excellency that I not only avoided 
acting offensively against his Majesty’s forces upon all occasions, but, on the contrary, sent His Grace the 
Duke of Argyll all the intelligence I could from time to time, of the strength and situation of the Rebels; 
which I hope his Grace will do me the justice to acknowledge. As to the debt to the Duke of Montrose, I 
have discharged it to the utmost farthing. I beg your Excellency would be persuaded that, had it been in 
my power, as it was in my inclination, I should always have acted for the service of His Majesty King 
George, and that one reason of my begging the favour of your intercession with his Majesty for the 
pardon of my life, is the earnest desire I have to employ it in his service, whose goodness, justice and 
humanity, are so conspicuous to all mankind. 

I am, with all duty and respect, 
Your Excellency’s most, &c. 
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Charles Stewart of  Ardsheal 

 
About a year before he died Rob Roy fought a Stewart. Sir Walter Scott could not remember whether 

it was Stewart of Appin or his brother-in-law Stewart of Invernahyle. Others say it was Charles Stewart of 
Ardsheal.   

In the early 19th century George Douglas, 8th Duke of Argyll engaged John Dewar to travel through 
the countryside and  record the oral stories in Gaelic which were later translated by into English by 
Hector McLean.  His manuscript – The Dewar manuscript. – was unpublished and housed in Inverary 
Castle, home of the Duke of Argyle. Dewar records that the duel between Rob Roy and Charles Stuart 
(Stewart) of Ardsheal took place in an inn near Stirling.  This was not a duel to the death; after all, Rob 
Roy was 62 years old and Ardsheal was a relatively large youngster. 
At any rate, when Ardsheal nicked Rob on the chin and drew blood, 
Rob conceded by sticking his sword in the ground congratulating 
Ardsheal with the remark “You have the maidenhead of my blood”. 
To which Ardsheal replied it was nothing to boast about, just “Too 
much whiskey and unseemly language.”  Ardsheal is still 
remembered as the first swordsman to defeat him. Recently 
Ardsheal’s sword was found by Paul MacDonald of Edinburgh 
restored and put on exhibition while Rob Roy’s sword is owned by 
a family in the Scottish borders. Below is an old illustration of the 
sword fight. 
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Alisdair (Alexander) Ruadh MacDonnell of Glengarry – Pickle the Spy 

Andrew Lang the author of Pickle the Spy identified Alastair Ruadh MacDonnell (c. 1725 – 1761) as 
Piclkle the secret agent who spied on Prince Charles Edward Stuart while he was on the continent of 
Europe.   

It was thought that Rob Roy’s eldest son James Mor MacGregor (Drummond) was Pickle. He, like his 
father, was a double spy and a very crafty one too. For example, during the 45 rebellion he was such an a 
treacherous indeed. In one instance he wrote to General Guest of the Hanoverian Forces asking him for 
protection admitting him into Inversnaid barracks and suggesting he would command it to protect the 
fort from being captured by the Jacobite ‘flying parties’. But before he got a response, James Mor’s own 
‘flying party’, which included his brother Ranald, cousin James Graham (Glun Dubh Chief of MacGregors) 
and MacGregor followers captured Inversnaid Barracks taking 89 prisoners. In truth, capturing the 
garrison was not so much to keep it from falling into the hands of the Jacobites, who found out James 
Mor Macgregor was Hanoverian spy, but to protect himself from his own clansmen whom he robbed. So 
it easy to see why James Mor (Drummond) was on a par with Pickle the Spy; although not nearly as 
discrete. 

Incidentally, government records indicate that by the time Brev. Major James Wolf arrived at 
Inversnaid after the Battle of Culloden to repair the barracks, the damage was not serious. Maj. Wolfe 
was, of course, later to become Maj. General Wolfe who captured and died at the Battle of Abraham 
Heights in Quebec. Wolfe was 8 years old when Rob Roy died, which destroys another myth that they 
had known each other.  

Like James Mor (Drummond), Pickle’s (Glengarry) information enabled British ministers to keep a 
close watch on the Prince and on the Jacobite conspiracies. He continued to provide information long 
after the Battle of Culloden.  The Jacobite Dr. Cameron had returned to Scotland and was warned that 
“...there were several spies among the demoralised Jacobites in France, and it is to be feared that the 
good doctor fell victim to treachery..” The good Doctor was the Jacobite Dr. Archibald Cameron, who was 
indeed captured at Brenachoile on the northeast shore of Loch Katrine on the 20th March, 1753.  

Somehow the officers at Inversnaid Barracks knew he was in the neighbourhood. But who betrayed 
him?  Was it Glengarry ‘Pickles the Spy’, or was it James Mor (who some considered Pickles), or was it 
one of his demoralized associates who was sick of the being a Jacobites – as quite commonly suggested. 
One of those was Dr. Cameron’s friend Dr. David Stewart. Dr. Stewart was forced to flee from Scotland 
for his participation in the 1745 Jacobite uprising. He fled to France and was later able to return, whence 
he became a tacksman in Glenfinglas and also had Brenachoile in tack from the Earl of Murray. But he 
resided at resided at Auchnard (Auchnahard) and apparently was not at Brenachoile where Dr. Cameron 
was captured.  

To thicken the plot a little, Dr. Stewarts father Alexander Stewart, 10th Laird of Glenbuckie, 
apparently did not support the Jacobite cause and died at the outbreak of the Jacobite uprising in 
1745.  Understandably, the MacGregors claim he committed suicide by gunshot. But the Stewarts claim 
that Rob Roy’s son James Mor shot him and made it look like a suicide. It is perhaps presumptuous to 
suggest that lingering animosity and deceit may have played a role in Dr. Cameron’s capture.  

In ‘Pickles the Spy’ Andrew’s Lang’s version of the circumstances of Dr. Cameron’s capture alludes to 
the Corriearklet children and seems closest to the truth, viz., “…he (Cameron) was detected near 
Inversnaid (possibly through a scoundrel of his own name), and was hunted by a detachment of the 
Inversnaid garrison.  They were long baffled by children set as sentinels, who uttered loud cries as the 
soldiers approached.  At last they caught a boy who had hurt his foot, and from him discovered that 
Cameron was in a house in a wood (Bruach wood?).  Thence he escaped, but was caught among the 
bushes. 
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The Jacobite Dr. Archibald Cameron 
           From the Burrell Collection 

insofar as the discovery and chase began at a woodsman’s bothy about 2 km east of of Corriearklet 
which, according to Dumaresq and Bastide’s 1718 draught, was Bruach (where this author was born in 
1940) which still has the only substantial wood in the vicinity of Corriearklet dating from that period.  

 Lang’s version is basically supported by this excerpt from the Newgate Calendar (The Tyburn 
Calendar, or Malefactors Bloody Register) viz., “Hereupon, a detachment from Lord George Beauclerk's 
regiment was sent in search of him (Cameron), and he was taken in the following manner: -- Captain 
Graves, with thirty soldiers, going towards the place (BRUACH?) where it was presumed he was 
concealed, saw a little girl at the extremity of a village, who, on their approach, fled towards another 
village (Stronachlachar?). She was pursued by a servant and two soldiers, who could only come near 
enough to observe her whispering to a boy, who seemed to have been placed for the purpose of 
conveying intelligence. Unable to overtake the boy, they presented 
their guns at him; on which he fell on his knees, and begged his life; 
which they promised, on the condition that he would shew them 
the place where Dr. Cameron was concealed. Hereupon the boy 
pointed to the house where he was, which the soldiers surrounded, 
and took him prisoner”.   

Most conclude from this that the place he fled to and was 
finally captured was Brenachoile on the north east end of Loch 
Katrine. – then owned by Cameron’s friend David Stewart of 
Glenbuckie. 

In the Clan Cameron archives is this version:- “In 1753 Doctor 
Archie was sent on his second, and as it turned out, disastrous visit 
(back to Scotland, concerning the disposal of the famed "Treasure 
of Loch Arkaig.")  He reached the Highlands, and while staying 
secretly at Brenachyle (Brenachoile) on Loch katrineside...he was 
arrested.”   

The following extract from genealogy of two prominent 
Stewarts of Balquhidder and Glenbuckie hints at ill feelings 
between Rob Roy’s son’s and perhaps  disillusion with the Jacobite cause:- 

 
 “Dr. David STEWART in Auchnahard b: 22 FEB 1726/27 in Breanchoile, Lochcatrineside, Callander, 

Perthshire, Scotland.  Dr. David Stewart was forced to flee from Scotland for his participation in the 1745 
Jacobite uprising. He fled to France and was later able to return, whence he became a tacksman in 
Glenfinglas. He had no children.  Stewarts of the South says: "[He] resided at Auchnard (Auchnahard) 
[and] had one half of Glenmain in Glenfinglas as a grazing place.  [He also] had Brenchoil in tack, as his 
predecessors had it, after the Earl of Murray purchased it.   

Alexander STEWART, 10th (12th) Laird Of Glenbuckie b: ABT 1690 in Glenbuckie, Balquhidder, 
Perthshire, Scotland.  He is recorded in Duncan Stewart's genealogy (1739) as "currently of Glenbuckie". 
Recorded as having issue.  MacGregor reports that he died either of suicide, or was murdered by James 
Mor MacGregor at the outbreak of the Jacobite uprising in 1745.  ....Glenbuckie went with him (Arnprior) 
to Leny, that night [7-8 Sep 1745], and shot himself before the morning …….. However, this account is 
disputed and suspected of bias.  If James Mor MacGregor did indeed murder Alexander Stewart of 
Glenbuckie then he could easily have made it look like a suicide to cover his crime -- as has been alleged.” 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Archibald_Cameron2.jpg
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James Graham (Gregor MacGregor, Glun Dubh 7th Chief of Glengyle)  

The figure portrays a young James Graham returning from a successful foray guddling trout and 
salmon and bagging game with help of his faithful and persistent dog Luath. At the age of 11, James 
became heir to Glengyle when his father John, the 6th chief of Glengyle, died in 1700 and his uncle Rob 
Roy’s became his tutor until he came of age as 7th Chief of Glengyle. Since the MacGregor name was still 
proscribed his Christian and surname were unlawful. So, on the advice of his uncle Rob, he was renamed 
James Graham principally because Glengyle was in the Barony of Buchanan whose  feudal superior was 
the Duke of Montrose (James Graham) who was flattered to have some influence on the MacGregors. 
The Atholls too were likewise flattered, when James’s younger 
brother Donald changed his surname to Murray when he was 
granted a feu of Monachyle Tuarach in Balquhidder by the Lord 
John Murray, 1st Duke of Atholl. So here we have an uncle who 
goes by the alias Campbell and who was a vassal to his mother’s 
cousin, the 1st Earl of Breadalbane (John Campbell of Glenorchy), 
and also to the Duke of Argyll (John Campbell); while one 
nephew James Graham was a vassal to Duke of Montrose (James 
Graham); and the other Duncan Murray was a vassal to the Duke 
of Atholl (John Murray).  

James Graham’s influence grew substantially when he married Mary, daughter of Hamilton of 
Bardowie in 1708 – quite a catch considering father-in-law Bardowie had a fine castle (a fortified 
residence would be a better description) in west Dumbartonshire and who was a descendant of the 
MacGregors through Rob Roy’s sister Margaret. 

James Graham (MacGregor) was described as a tall, handsome and strong and exhibited good 
leadership at an early age. For example, at the age of 17, he became famous for having driven (or rather 
driven by) a fierce white Bull and perhaps some cows from Gallangad all the way across bogs and fens of 
the lowlands, up and over the Pass of Balmaha and along the difficult, trackless steep and rugged east 
shore of Loch Lomond to Craigrostan – a distance of 23 km as the crow flies. The great bull Gallangad is 
the largest beast in the centre of the carving to the right of the ruin. 

Gallangad is still a cattle farm 5 km east of Alexandria on the south shore of Loch Lomond. As the 
photo shows there’s a spectacular view northwards along the almost impossible route young James 
drove the bull along the western flank of snow-capped Ben Lomond.   

Scott made the bull famous in his classic epic poem Lady of the Lake.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Ah!  Well the gallant brute I knew! The view up Loch Lomond from Gallangad where young James Graham 

pinched the great white Bull and drove all the way up the east side of 
Loch Lomond to Inversnaid Harbour in 1708 

      Bardowie Castle 
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E.W. Hazelhurst‘s beautifull paintings of the Balmaha Pass illustrates steep and rugged braes along the 
east coast of Loch Lomond at the pass of Balmaha (left)  and Stuickinaruaidh  (the light green patches  along 
the shore opposite Tarbert Pier). This was the route that the 18 year-old  James Graham  with a few gillies 
drove the fierce white bull of Gallangad  (and some cows no doubt) to Inversnaid. It is said the bull was so 
fierce it drove the MacGregors. From the book Loch Lomond and Trossachs by George Eyre-Todd,  c1900 

The choicest of prey we had, 
When swept our merry-men Gallangad. 
His hide was snow, his horns dark, 
His red eye glow’d like fiery spark; 
So fierce, so tameless, and so fleet, 
Sore did he cumber our retreat, 
And kept our stoutest kerns in awe, 
Even the pass of Beal’maha. 
But steep and flinty was the road, 
And sharp the hurrying pikeman’s goad, 
A child might scatheless stroke his brow.”- 

                            Sir Walter Scott: Lady of the Lake. 
 
This famous incident is a classic example of  ‘black mail’ – mail in this case meaning rent ;  hence the 

origins of the modern connotation of ‘blackmail’  Black rent was a kind of insurance premium usually 
paid to well-respected drovers who had the power and muscle to prevent the stealing of  cattle.  

The Black rent system was administered by the government who tended to appoint clan Chiefs as 
Captains of the Watch.  Among the best of drovers was James’ grandfather Donald 5th Chief of 
MacGregors and most famous of all his uncle Rob Roy.  In 1658 the Privy Council authorized the Donald 
MacGregor to command the watch made up local farmers. If a farmer failed to pay the fee the watch 
was called off and shortly after he could expect his cattle to be ‘lifted’ often by the people who were 
often the watchers. Such was the case when James when lifted the white bull Gallangad in 1706.  His 
uncle Rob Roy, who was Captain of the Watch at this time,  sent James to collect the black rent from the 
farmer at Gallangad who, when seeing a boy at his door, refused to pay up.  So James took away his bull 
In the carving the bull is the largest animal among the cattle behind the crofts. 
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Jeannie MacAlpine’s Inn   

 
The thatched building on the left of the carving is an allusion to the 400 year-old Jeannie 

MacAlpine’s inn, locally known as the Clachan of Aberfoyle – although it is actually in Milton about a 
kilometer west of Aberfoyle. It represented in the carving as a thatched building beside Killearn. It has 
recently restored and re-thatched with bracken, broom (whin) and rushes. As of February, 2013, it was 
for sale with an asking price of £227,000.  

Rob Roy was a regular patron to the Clachan  (then in Perthshire and now in Stirlingshire)  in the 17th 
and 18th centuries  when the highland raiders travelled to and from their cattle raids in the low ground 
around Stirling.  A century later,  Sir Walter Scott stayed at Jeannie McAlpine’s and  comments that “I do 
not know how this might stand in Mr. Osbaldistone's day, but I can assure the reader, whose curiosity 
may lead him to visit the scenes of these romantic adventures, that the Clachan of Aberfoil now affords a 
very comfortable little inn”.  

In the novel  Rob Roy, Jeannie MacAlpine scolds the clientele - “I tauld ye what wad come, 
gentlemen,” said the landlady, “an ye wad hae been tauld:—get awa’ wi’ ye out o’ my house, and make 
nae disturbance here—there’s nae gentleman be disturbed at Jeanie MacAlpine’s an she can hinder 
wheen idle English loons, gaun about the country under cloud o’ night, and disturbing honest peaceable 
gentlemen that are drinking their drap o’ drink at the fireside!” 

Incidentally, MacGregor’s were originally known as MacAlpine . So Jeannie was a MacGregor.  
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Inverinan Beg     Roy‘s Map  National library of Scotland 

  

Barbrek, Loch Craignish    
Roy‘s Map  National library of Scotland 

Inverinan 

 
In 1693, a few months after Rob and Mary 

married, Alexander Campbell of Balcardine 
employed Rob  as an estate manager under Colin 
Campbell  the Laird of Lochnell.  They settled at 
Inverinan on the western shore of Loch Awe.  
This was a time when Rob and Mary were still 
thigging to set up house and establish a business. 
Thigging is an ancient highland custom of 
soliciting gifts from friends and associates.  In 
Rob’s case he would go thigging for horses, carts, 
building material, farm tools and grain; while 
Mary would thig for homely items like a cow, 
goat and sheep. For example, on the 30th July, 
1993 Rob sent this letter to Balcardine:- 

 
“Sir, be Please to wryt to Rott Stirken to 

desire him to cause the officer these lambes that my wife gotte in the thieggen. My wife will tell you how 
many there ar. Wryte to Mungo to send the cow that he promised my wife. Please send cow you 
promised. Be pleased to send it with thes two men along with my clothes. Give 12 pund Scots to my wife 
that I may buy a plaid there with. Give money to wife that I may by cravats and sleeves out of Glasgow 
for I have occation every week. The inclosed will let you know how yower money was disposed of. Send 
up the whytt hors to help to draw peats. Send me my sword and gune as soone as you can. Send me 
money to buy a belt. Send me some pudder. I rest your loving cousin and servant”.  

 
So here we have rob as well-dressed, suitably 

armed, mounted on a horse as befits his role as an 
important gentleman and as befits his appointment to 
the lofty station as estate manager.  An easy job it was 
not; for he hated having to go after ‘old rests’ (arrears) 
from destitute tenants of Barbrek at the head of Loch 
Craignish, for example – especially in years of extremely 
bad harvests – which were common enough.  It is about 
this time that he began serious cattle raiding on Atholl 
lands to sustain himself and the poor tenants.  
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Auch (Auchinchisallan)                                                                                  Top:  National Library of Scotland  
                                                                                                                 Bottom Left: Auch Estate, Bridge of Orchy 
                                                                                               Bottom right: Dreammer, Google Earth - ID: 6333629 

Auchinchisallan  

 
Rob Roy took out a nine-year lease on Auchinchisallan, now called Auch, from his powerful kin John 

Campbell of Glenorchy, 1st Earl of Breadalbane.  Here he was relatively safe from his enemies.   
On the evening of the 4th April 1716, Rob’s cousins in Glen Dochart forewarned Rob that Col. 

Christopher Russell was preparing to lead a company of 60 or so Swiss mercenaries with orders to burn 
Auch.  They arrived at Auch on the morning of the 5th of April and were shot at by Rob and his men, 
injuring a couple of the Swiss. But vastly outnumbered, Rob could not prevent the Swiss from burning 
Auch and driving off his livestock which, as a receipt shows, Col. Russell sold to Iain Og MacGregor of 
Glencarnaig.  Later, when the Military started using a route along the north side of Loch Katrine and 
down through Glen Arklet to Inversnaid Harbour, Mary retreated to the safety of her relatives at 
Monachyle Tuarach by Loch Dione in Monachyle Glen. Monachyle Tuarach is on the south side of Loch 
Doine. Later, settling for the rest of her life with Rob across the glen at Inverlochlarig Beg. In the 
meantime, Rob had built himself a shieling in high up in Glen Shira under the protection of the Duke of 
Argyll. The ruins of shieling are still visible. Glen Shira is about 30 km due west Monachyle Tuarach which 
for Rob would have been about 6 hr walk or 3 hrs by horse, to visit Mary occasionally. 
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INNERSNAIT   

No one has yet conclusively proved the exact location of Rob Roy’s Innersnait; the reason being 
that there are no maps or documents that gave precise details of its location.  It has always been 
assumed that it was a house at Inversnaid that was soldiers burned. In fact, the records do not mention 
the location other than it was in Craigrostan. What has been substantiated is that, in late September, 
1716, three parties of soldiers from Finlarig, Stirling and Glasgow converged on Craigrostan in an attempt 
to capture Rob Roy. The plan was ruined by torrential rain and Rob Roy had move to higher ground; 
while the women folk had moved to the safety of Corriearklet.  The affair was reported in the Flying Post 
18th October 1617 reports. How accurate the report was is anyone’s guess; and all the more dubious 
considering the unreliable Daniel Defoe was writing for the Flying Post at that time.  At any rate, by the 
time when Maj.  Green, of Sir Charles Hotham’s Regiment of Foot, arrived at Craigrostan; all the houses 
were empty, since Rob’s had the women folk moved to the safety of Corriearklet while he and his men 
had moved to higher ground. Apparently, as they had done at Corriechaorach, the troops attempted to 
confiscate Rob & Mary’s livestock; but they were much too wild to be rounded up.  However, Maj. 
Green’s troops managed to capture a few highlanders - but not before Rob Roy’s men had fired upon 
Green’s soldiers, injuring two of them.   

Like most people I had assumed it to be in the vicinity of the Post House beside the Snaid Burn 
(river). But there was no map showing a house at this location until the 1820-40’s; i.e, the Post House 
now a ruin.  What is interesting is that, in 1693, shortly after Rob Roy’s marriage to Mary, John  Graham 
(MacGregor) of Corriearklet died in 1706, a wadset of Inversnaid was resigned to Rob Roy which. In 
1710, he handed it back in a fue of Inversnaid to Walter Graham of Drunkie. The suggestion being that 
Rob didn’t actually live in Inversnaid. In fact, we know that he had a house at Portnellan where, as 
effectively the leader and corporate boss, he could manage the affairs of the Glengyle, Lomond and 
Balquhidder MacGregors, respectively. Besides, Rob was always roaming far and wide as a cattle trader 
and managing various farmsteads scattered around Buchanan, Balquhidder, Breadalbane and Argyll. 
Almost all the talk about Rob’s business is related to cattle. But there was also profit to gained from 
tannins and charcoal from oak woods and bloomeries for iron works, bountiful harvests of fish from the 
Loch Lomond, Loch Arklet and Katrine, lead mining and processing (there was a lead furnace in Glen 
Falloch), perhaps some slate quarries. He would be overseer for the production of crops from the  
substantial acreage of rigs throughout the region. As part of the feudal responsibilities he was also 
responsible for maintaining the game and hunting facilities for Colquhouns and also the Duke of 
Montrose. In short, like his father Lt. Col., Donald MacGregor (Donald Glass) Chief of the MacGregors, 
Rob Roy was effectively the head birleyman, buyer, banker, lender and commander-in-chief of the region 
to the extent it is doubtful if he lived along the Snaid Burn.  

On Roy’s extremely detailed military map of 1748 the word Inversnaid is written the full length of the 
Glen and, for the first time on a map, there is clachan with five buildings located on the site of the 
present day Post House. It is probably the location of the 18th century clachan and its successor the 19th 
century Post House, that prompted the Ordnance Survey to define this site as Inversnaid on their 1864 
map. Incidentally, there’s a letter dated 22nd December 1823 from R. Byham, Office of Ordnance, to the 
Duke of Montrose’s transferring the garrison of Inversnaid to the Inversnaid Estate. Followed by another 
letter dated 21st Sept. 1839 from Andrew MacGeorge, younger, of Glasgow to the duke of Montrose, 
expressing surprise of the demolition of Inversnaid fort; urging an interdict against this as ‘part of the 
history of our country ... It has been already, with too much justice, the reproach of Scotsmen that they 
have failed to preserve as they ought our historical ruins and to arrest their natural decay. God forbid 
that to this should be added the reproach of active, and, as in the present instance, wanton destruction'.   
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Innersnait (Inversnaid)                                                                          National Library of Scotland 
       John Thompson & Co. 
       Ordnance Survey 

Assuming Dumaresq & Bastide map is accurate and, for sake of argument, that Rob Roy lived in the 
vicinity, it would be in one the following:- Innersnait Harbour, which shows Duke of Montrose’s 
substantial hunting lodge; one of three farmsteads near Inversnaid barracks - one on the Glengyle Drove 
road and buildings referred to as “tenant of Duke of Montrose” with a large sheep fank that survives 
today; the clachan of Letteriegh (with 3 buildings and rigs) at the junction of the Glengyle and Glen Arklet 
drove roads on the north side of Arklet Water (a little east of the dam built in 1915);  Inner beside the 
Allt Aonas on the south side of Arklet Water which had three buildings and three rigs in 1718. They are 
still shown on modern maps in the same precise location.  
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Corriechaorach                                                                                    National Library of Scotland 

Corriechaorach 

Rob Roy was given the tact of the forest of Benmore based at Corriechaorach held by the 
Drummonds of Perth.; hence the reason he sometimes used the alias Robert Drummond.   

From Corriechaorach he wrote a letter to 22 May 1718 to a trusted friend Baillie Buchanan of 
Arnprior:- 

 
Dear Sir:  
There is one Patrick Cotter that ingaged himself tennent with me for the fourth pairt of 

Corriecheirrich in febry. last and I am informed now that he is Ingaged tennent in Airdcheil  Rynaerugie 
so that I hope yow being Chamberland to Arnprier and a man that trust very much unto hop youl doe 
me the favour as [to] send your officer to him and [put?] him out of your bounds for have no will that  
there should be anything that could be a groudge betuixt us that was so unjust to me that he never 
came or sent to me to tell me that he had altered his resolution hope ye will not put me to the trouble 
as to write to any other of the Curators send answer of this to Duncan McIntyre in Innerchernach  who 
will faithfully transmitt it to me this  is what should be done betuixt neighbours and especially [p ] as 
trusts to others as the one of us does to the other expecting you will deal with him out of your Ground 
very soon I remain as formerly  Maij 22nd 1718 sir yours as formerly Ro:  
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Top: Chromo Lithograph of Glen Dochart with Benmore from a drawing 
by W. L. Lieth‘s drawing c1850. Bottom: Same view in Alexander Robetson‘s 
phot c 1980 

The gist of the letter is that Rob is annoyed with one of tenants named Patrick for having left his 
tenancy of lands at Corriechaorach for another farm called Rynaerugie in Menteith. He asks the Ballie 
Buchanan of Arnprior, whom the MacGregors had signed a bond of friendship, send a reply with Donald 
McIntyre in Innerchernach.  

 It is rather unexpected to find a brigand, even if a semi-retired one, complaining of anything as 
petty as the unexpected removal of a cotter. Rob Roy's past conduct leads one to assume that he would 
have taken a more direct method of dealing with the man. Possibly this was a particularly useful tenant, 
or, more likely, one as well-known as Rob Roy, preferred not to be defied so publicly? On the whole, 
one's sympathies are with the cotter. It is even possible that the young laird of Arnprior might have been 
less likely to proceed to extremes. With Rob Roy as landlord, a tenant might all too easily find himself 
involved in the theft of cattle or even removed to prison accused of consorting with broken and landless 
men as the MacGregors had been for generations. Nothing is known of Patrick. However, it may be the 
Patrick McVean that the lands of Corriechaorach were rented to in 1725, and who, three years later, was 
prosecuted by the baiilie of Disher and Toyer for cutting an ash tree and some alder for chairs.  
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Clip from Roy‘s Military Survey Map of Scotland showing the location od Rob Roy‘s farms around Benmore 
Forest. 1 Monachyle Tuarach where his son Duncan Murry had a tact and where Mary sheltered during the 
burning of their house in Auchinchisallan. 2. Inverlochlarig Beg, Rob‘s last farm and where and died. At the age of 
63.  3. Corriechaorach where Rob held tact from the Drummonds of Perth. 
         National Library of Scotland 
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STUICKINARAUIDH 

 The importance of Stuickinarauidh (variously spelt Stucnacroy, Stuikineroy, Stuc na fhir Ruaidh) 
Stuckinarurauidh was rented in fue by the Coullquhons of Luss to the successive generationsof 
MacGregors - hence it was known as Grigerston rather than Craigrostan. Stuickinaruaidh has been over-
looked as an important farmstead in the of annals of MacGregor. It was the farmstead Gregor 
MacGregor the reluctant Chief of Lomond MacGregors who died in 1693; thus setting in motion a 
competion for a new chief which was eventually passed on to the cruel and hard-drinking Archibald 
Graham (MacGregor) of Kilmannan who inherited the feu of Grigerstoun which became more widely 
known as Craigrostan, i.e., from Inversnaid Hardour to Rowcoish, with Knockield added later. In 1694, 
Kilmannan transferred much of the estate Rob Roy and by 1701 had ownership and heritability of the 
feu.  

Willam Roy‘s military map of Scotland known as ‚The Great Map of Scotland‘ is a fine source of place 
names that are missing from  maps. For example, clachans of Ashland and Culness are on modern maps, 
but not Stuickinarauidh - the old Craigrostan ‘capital’ of Craigrostan.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Top left: Sveinn Runólfsson‘s photo of 
Craigrostan fron Tarbert.  
Top Right: Alasdair Reid‘s photo from 
Ben Arthur (the Cobbler) looking 
across Arrochar, Loch Lomond, Cruinn 
a‘ Bheinn (above Stuikinaruaidh) and 
the snow-capped Ben Lomond. 
Bottom: E.W. Hazelhurst‘s 
beautifull painting of Stuickinaruaidh  
(the light green patches  along the 
opposite  shore Tarbert Pier) by 
George Eyre-Todd,  c 1900 
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Top: Roy‘s map showing the clachans and cultivated lands of Ashland, Stuickinarauidh and Culness. Top 
right: section of Roy‘s map ishows one relatively large building and cultivated fields. Bottom, A clip from a  c 
1840‘s Ordnace Survey map  shows a well-developed clachan with 4 large buildings, fields with hedgerow 
trees that existed in Roy‘s day and a well-developed track leading from loch Lomond.   
                                                                                                                                             National Library of Scotland 
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Further Reading and Websites 
 
 
Sir Walter Scott, 1817. Rob Roy.  Collins,  London and Glasgow.  
Stevens, David The Hunt for Rob Roy:  2004. The Man and the Myths. John Donald Publishers 
Murray, W. H., 1982 Rob Roy MacGregor.  Richard Drew Publishing 
 
 

The fantastic online service of the National Library of Scotland 
http://www.nls.uk/maps/ 

 
 

http://www.nls.uk/maps/

